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AUTUMN 2026
Term Friday 4 September 2026 Friday 23 October 2026

Half-term Monday 26 October 2026 Friday 30 October 2026

Term Monday 2 November 2026 Friday 18 December 2026

Non-Contact Day Monday 12 October 2026

18 September  - Remote Learning  (11+ Day)
29 September – School Birthday

12 October – INSET DAY
15 October – 5 Penny Race

19 October – 6th Form Open Evening
23 October – Break for Half Term



mailto:absence@woodford.redbridge.sch.uk
mailto:admin@woodford.redbridge.sch.uk


This week, Ms Van Praagh spoke to every year 
group about setting meaningful goals and striving 
to achieve them. Students were encouraged to 
aim high, embrace new opportunities and 
remember that mistakes are an important part of 
learning and growth. These messages were 
brought to life through the making and flying of a 
paper aeroplane!



At our school, we take pride in maintaining high standards of 
uniform and presentation. The vast majority of our students 
meet these expectations every day, and we are grateful for your 
support in helping us uphold these standards.

We would like to remind families of the following school 
uniform requirements:

❑ Students are expected to wear their school lanyard at all 
times.

❑ Short white socks with logos are not permitted.
❑ Students should wear either socks or tights, not both.

❑ The only piercings permitted are one stud earring in each 
ear. Hoops and additional facial or ear piercings are not 
allowed.

❑ School shoes should be worn. White trainers are not part 
of the school uniform.

❑ False eyelashes are not permitted.
❑ Shirts should be tucked in at all times.

To ensure consistency, we will be carrying out spot checks from 
next week.

We would appreciate your support in ensuring your child 
arrives at school each day fully compliant with our uniform 
expectations. Maintaining high standards of dress contributes 
positively to our school community and helps students 
approach their learning with pride and professionalism.



Welcome back to all our students, and a special welcome
to those who are joining Woodford for the first time.

Over the next few weeks, we aim to make contact with
the parents and carers of any new Year 7 and Year 12
students on our SEND register.

Towards the end of the half term, there will also be an
opportunity to meet virtually with members of the SEND
team.

This section of the bulletin will have weekly SEND
updates – so please check back weekly.



We frequently receive complaints from residents around the school,
regarding parents from this school, parking on double yellow lines, parking
across their drives and blocking the road. We have also received complaints
from the local doctors surgery, where some parents are using the carpark as
a drop off location.

If you do drive your child to school, please park at the Sir James Hawkey Hall
car park (IG8 0BG - see map below). It is a short distance from the school
with ample parking available. If you are unable to do so, then please show
consideration to our neighbours. Students can easily be dropped a short
distance from the school and walk the remainder of the journey.
Could we also request that when collecting or dropping off your child, you do
not sit with your car engine idling. We appreciate your co-operation.
Thank you.



Dear parents/guardians,

Please see below a reminder regarding the equipment required for the upcoming
expedition for Year 11 on the 18th/19th September.

Hiring kit
• If you hired kit for the Practice Expedition, you will not need to rehire this as

East Coast will send that same kit again
• If you did not hire kit, but your child borrowed kit from East Coast on the trip,

you will need to go onto the kit hire site and pay the fee for what was
borrowed

• If you would like to borrow kit for the Qualifying Expedition, please hire this
with at least 48 hours notice

• Kit hire website - https://eu.jotform.com/app/242543654267360

Bags
• The staff at East Coast fed back that many of the student bags were not of an

adequate size in order to carry all of the kit.
• They also shared that holdall style bags and bags with wheels are not

appropriate.
• A 65L rucksack is the correct size and type of bag required for September.

Walking shoes/boots
• East Coast also fed back that many students were not in shoes with

appropriate ankle support or grip.
• Please note that walking shoes or boots are now required for the September

expedition – this is a non-negotiable.
• Decathlon have some great, low priced options.

o https://www.decathlon.co.uk/sports/hiking/walking-shoes
o https://www.decathlon.co.uk/sports/hiking/walking-boots

I will be sending out more information after the holiday and speaking to the
students once we return.

Miss Gouch

https://eu.jotform.com/app/242543654267360
https://www.decathlon.co.uk/sports/hiking/walking-shoes
https://www.decathlon.co.uk/sports/hiking/walking-boots


https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0030yrm




Families can access a range of free support, advice and 
activities over the summer holidays through our Pop-Up 
Community Hub at The Exchange, including:
• Redbridge Food Partnership – information and support 

on accessing food assistance and local community 
resources.

• Free Pre-Loved School Uniform Shop – helping families 
prepare for the new school year by reducing the cost of 
school uniforms.

• Benefits Advice and Support – guidance on benefits 
entitlement, maximising income and accessing financial 
assistance.

• Healthy Start Advice and Support – help for eligible 
families to access Healthy Start payments and other 
support available to parents with young children.

• Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme –
information on free holiday activities, enrichment 
opportunities, and meals available for eligible children 
during the summer holidays.

• Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF) – support for residents 
experiencing financial hardship or struggling with housing 
costs. Information and applications are available via the 
Benefits and Financial Support webpage.

• Cost of Living Support – information on the wide range of 
financial, practical and wellbeing support available 
through the council's Cost of Living Hub

https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/benefits-and-financial-support/
https://costofliving.redbridge.gov.uk/




Looking for the perfect space for your next event, class, 

or rehearsal? 

We are pleased to offer availability in our Dance Studio 

and Conference Hall for external hire!

· Dance Studio – Ideal for dance classes, fitness sessions, 

and rehearsals.

· Conference Hall – A spacious venue perfect for 

meetings, training sessions and community events.

Available Hours: 17:30 – 22:00

For more information on availability and pricing, or to 

make a booking, please contact https://schoolhire.co.uk.

Don't miss this opportunity to secure a fantastic space at 

our school!

https://schoolhire.co.uk/


FREE weekly fitness classes for 
girls aged 11-16

Free Parent Webinar 
Series

The Educational

Psychology Service

Call to Action— Educational 

Psychology Video

#breakthestigma

Popular Apps 
and Games 
Guide for 
Parents

Free Parent Webinars

27 January 2026 - 6-7pm - How You Can Make 
Technology an Ally (& Not the Enemy!)

Little Kickers Free Trial      
at Woodford County High 
School

https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/schools/educational-psychology-service/The%20Educational%20Psychology%20Service
https://r1.dotdigital-pages.com/p/25N2-16S2/move-together-schools
https://club.teentips.co.uk/login/
https://go.elevateeducation.com/ukschoolwebinar
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/schools/educational-psychology-service/The%20Educational%20Psychology%20Service
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OO7sF2hXdtQ&t=6s
https://www.esafety-adviser.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Social-Media-and-Popular-Games-Handout-for-Parents-V1-1.pdf
https://go.elevateeducation.com/ukschoolwebinar
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/schools/educational-psychology-service/The%20Educational%20Psychology%20Service
https://club.teentips.co.uk/login/
https://www.littlekickers.co.uk/

