
Issue No. 383 

7th December 2021 

 
 
Tues 7 December 2021 

 
 
Dear Parents / Carers  
 
 
With the announcement of a new COVID 19 variant, your continuing support of twice-weekly at home lat-
eral flow testing for secondary age pupils is sought and information is provided (below) about Onsite Lat-
eral Flow Testing upon the return to school in January 2022  
 
We continue to work hard in school to keep Covid-19 at bay and to follow the precautions to minimise the 
spread of Covid 19 with the school community. We have updated our Risk Assessment to reflect the use 
of CO2 monitors in classrooms and the changes announced by Government last weekend in light of the 
new Omicron variant. Covid Risk Assessment (November 2021). Infections have been low but having 
now been notified of at least 5 cases in two cohorts (Year 7 and Year 9) in the last ten days, we have now 
met an (early) outbreak threshold. Our cautious approach on return to school in September means the 
intervention steps now required of us by Public Health are not dramatic. Students and staff are already 
asked to wear masks in corridors and communal spaces – we will be reinforcing this message. We will 
continue to ensure classrooms are well ventilated and that girls are outside at breaks and lunchtimes 
whenever this is possible. There is already a requirement for the wearing of masks on school and public 
transport. Students remain free to wear masks in lessons for those where case numbers remain below 
the COVID outbreak Thresholds. However, for classes or groups where the threshold has been reached, 
these students have been asked to wear masks during lesson time and to continue to take frequent Lat-
eral Flow Testing at home .  
 
There is no cause for alarm but you are asked to reinforce the importance of the following with your child:  

 Wearing a face mask on public and school transport  

 Wearing a face mask in school in corridors and communal spaces (and in classrooms if instructed 
by the school) 

 Observing careful hand hygiene  

 Continuing with twice weekly lateral flow testing and reporting results both to public health and by e-
mail to WCHS. covidresult@woodford.redbridge.sch.uk  . (Test kits are available via form tutors.)  

 Keeping a sensible distance from others  

 Staying at home if experiencing Covid-19 symptoms, or if required to quarantine (after travel), or to 
isolate (after close contact and /or if instructed to do so by NHS Track and Trace)  

 Taking the necessary PCR tests following any travel abroad (and isolating until negative results re-
ceived) 

 Making an informed decision about Covid-19 vaccination and/ or flu vaccination in due course (if 
eligible)  

 
You will have heard the announcement last weekend that schools are required to undertake one round of 
Lateral Flow Testing onsite as students return to school on Tuesday 4 January 2022.  We will provide stu-
dents with further information on the testing regime in the coming days, but we also encourage you to en-
sure your child undertakes and reports on a Lateral Flow Test on Sunday 2 January 2022 at home. 
 
For students who have already taken part in on-site testing at WCHS, we have the necessary consent on 
file.  However, now we need to request consent for those students who have not yet been tested on site 
here.  Parental consent is required for students in years 7 -11.  Students in Years 12 & 13 will be asked to 
provide written consent for themselves.   A link to the relevant form will be sent out via groupcall, we ask 
that this is completed before the end of this school term.  
 

mailto:covidresult@woodford.redbridge.sch.uk


Calendar changes in response to updated local and national guidance (Covid-19 control 
measures) 
 
Change of live events to online events 
 
We have taken the decision to move to online viewings for events scheduled for later this term which oth-
erwise would have welcomed audiences on site. The decision has not been taken lightly but in the inter-
ests of continuity of education and in order to prioritise the safety of everyone in the WCHS community.  
The Christmas Concert will now be available to view online via You Tube on Thursday 16 Decem-
ber at 6pm   (Joining instructions will be provided.) 
 
*************************************************** 
 
To finish on a happier note: 
 
Additional Bank Holiday to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
You are probably aware that an additional bank holiday has been awarded in 2022 to mark the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. (The annual end-of-May bank holiday has been moved to Thursday 2 June and the ad-
ditional day is Friday 3 June, creating a long weekend.) 

The additional day falls in the half term holiday so in itself would not make any difference to school chil-
dren and their teachers.  For this reason schools have been told they can assign the additional day else-
where in the year. 

Governors have ratified the decision for WCHS to make Friday 11 February (the day before we start half 
term) a holiday.  This adds a bit of flex to people’s half term arrangements and lengthens a week-
end.   We have updated the calendar on the school website to this end.  You are free to inform your child 
of this additional day of holiday, and to make plans as you wish. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 
Ms Jo Pomeroy 
Headteacher 
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Page 8 Christmas Concert now online! Page 21 Camps – London Pulse Netball 

Page 9 After School clubs Page 22 Islington Art Society Art Exhibition 

Page 10 New After School club Page 23 Foster in Redbridge 

Page 11 Amnesty Society – Write for Rights campaign   School Social Media 

  Parental Survey (Years 7-13) Page 24 Educational Psychology Parent Helpline 

Page 12 2nd doses of the Covid-19 vaccine for 16-17 year olds Pages 25-26 Careers at Woodford 

  Years 7-11 Flu Immunisation information Page 27 Information from the Metropolitan Police 

Page 13 Raise money for Woodford County while shopping online Pages 28-34 What parents need to know about TikTok 

Page 14 Online Safety Training for Parents Page 35 Lost Property / Lanyard/Locker key/Fob reminder 

Page 15 Holiday Activities and Food Programme – Dec21 Page 36 Dates for the Diary / Important Dates 



We have received the  below letter on Covid management from the borough: 









 
 

C A K E   S A L E 
MONDAY 13TH DECEMBER 

B R E A K   T I M E   I N 
T H E   D I N I N G   H A L L 

Cake donations, made by parents/carers/girls,  

to be taken to MAIN DINING HALL 

before morning registration on 

Monday 13th December   

* NO NUTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SCHOOL POLICY * 

* FACE MASKS TO BE WORN WHILE PURCHASING CAKES * 

Thank you! 

50p - £1 PER CAKE  
 

All proceeds will go to Parents and Friends Association  



We regret to inform you that due to current circumstances, there 
will no longer be a live concert on Thursday 9th December. 

 
However, on Thursday 16th, a recorded concert will be premiered on Youtube  

at 6:00pm.   

The link to watch the concert on Thursday 16th November will be available 
here. 

We have many exciting groups on offer: 

 
 Jazz Band 
 Brass Band 
 String Orchestra 
 Kalimba Club 
 Junior Choir 
 Flute Ensemble 
 Carnatic Ensemble 
 Junior Band 
 String Quintet 
 Year 8 Brass Ensemble 
 Orchestra 
 Senior Choir 
 Junior Choir 
 Year 7 Choir 

 
As we would normally be fundraising on the night and we won’t 
be able to do so this year, a ParentPay account has been set up. 
Please donate—as usual the money will be split between the Music 
Department and Haven House.  Thank you 
 
 
Those of you who have sent in items for Christmas Concert Hamper appeal, thank you, but as the 
concert is online and there won’t be a raffle you can ask your daughter to collect the item from the 
school office. 

https://www.woodford.redbridge.sch.uk/page/?title=Christmas+Concert+2021&pid=1701
https://www.woodford.redbridge.sch.uk/page/?title=Christmas+Concert+2021&pid=1701




New club just added! 

 

 

Activity 12: Friday Contemporary Pop Music Workshops.  
 

Take part in focused workshops, looking at vocal technique and visual perfor-
mance to develop your inner pop artist. Work on different genres of contempo-
rary music and learn to sing solo as well as in a group. Become more confident 
in the use of the voice with technical tips and vital information about voice pro-
duction. Learn how to hold an audience's attention and use the stage to incor-
porate an entire performance. Also, learn how to sing in harmony as a vocal 
group and work with a microphone and PA system. 

 

Nicola has been a vocal coach for 23 years after a successful career singing, 
writing and recording her own albums and touring the world to promote them. 
She has also worked as a backing singer for major artists and has many students 
who have gone on to establish successful careers within the pop and contem-
porary world of music. 

 

Everyone has a beautiful voice and can harness their ability and improve their 
skills. Singing creates a sense of wellbeing, emotional release and confidence 
booster that filters into every aspect of their life.  

 

Take part in performing in a mini concert at the end of each group of sessions. 

 

 

This activity will be held on Fridays and costs £40.80 for a 5 week session 



You were sent a notification from ParentPay this week that a new item entitles 

“Amnesty Society—Write for Rights campaign” has been added. 

 

The Amnesty Society would like to raise funds for their ‘Write for Rights’ campaign, as 
part of which students across the school are writing letters which will need to be posted 
abroad. They are hoping to raise money to help pay for postage of these letters, written 
in support of victims of Human Rights abuses, as well as a donation from the school to 
Amnesty International to support this campaign more widely. 

Please donate £1-£3.  

 

Parental Survey (Y7-13) 
 

At Woodford, we value the opinions of the parents / carers of our students.   

We would therefore be grateful if you would complete the following questionnaire to help us to ensure 
that we continue to successfully meet the needs of our students and their parents. 

 

We would like to hear from as many parents has possible.    

It should only take a few minutes to complete. 

 
Many thanks in advance for your assistance. 

 

Click here to complete our Parental Survey (Y7-13) 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=BjIMpZ53ZEe-5UhLJZJqNn2dgEZZeHFEqrbzIfJgL3xUQTAwRUUwU01VRE5GUlRTWU0xVjdSWThPUi4u


 

16 – 17 year olds now eligible for second dose of Covid-19 vaccination 

 

The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) has advised that all healthy 16 to 17 year 
olds should be offered a second dose of the Pfizer vaccine.   

The decision is based on a review of the latest evidence and has been accepted by te Government. 

The second vaccine dose is available to these young people 12 weeks or more following the first vaccine 
dose.  For those in this age group who have had the Covid-19 infection, the second vaccine dose can be 
given 12 weeks or more following the first vaccine dose, or 12 weeks following a positive Covid-19 test 
result, whichever is later.  Those young people deemed ‘at risk’ will continue to be offered a second dose 
8 weeks after their first dose. 

16 and 17 year olds can access their second injection like the general public through vaccination centres, 
community pharmacies and GP- led primary care sites.   

 

YEARS  7 - 11 

Flu Immunisations will be taking place throughout the day in the con-

ference room on Wednesday 15th & Thursday 16th December.  

Please complete the consent form that has been sent home with your 

child and return to Mrs Sawyer in the medical room by 02/12/21. 



 

It's simple to use and it's free.  
 
easyfundraising turns your everyday online shopping into free donations for your favourite cause. How? Just start your 

online shopping first at easyfundraising, then shop as normal. Our retailers will then make a small donation to say      

“thank you”. 

They have 4700+ retailers to choose from and so far we've raised over £35 million for thousands of community groups, 

schools, sports clubs, small and large charities across the UK.  

You can create an account supporting Woodford County High School PFA by clicking here. 

 Did you know that you can raise money for the  school’s PFA 

while doing your Christmas shopping? 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wchspfa/?q=woodford%20county%20hi&cat=cause-autosuggest


Online safety Training for Parents 
 

December 2021  
 

 

 

Dear Parents 

Congratulations to those of you that completed the online safety training last month.  

Due to popular demand this is being made available again for parents that missed out 

last month. 

Remember that this can be carried out in the comfort of your own home at a time that 

suits you best! There is no time limit once you commence the training but please allow 

yourself twenty minutes to complete this comfortably.   

Don’t forget to enter your name in full at the start as once completed you will be able to 

download your certificate. The most up to date training link can always be found here on 

the school website. 

Click here to start your online safety Training for Parents  

Regards 

Mrs Del Giudice 

Network Manager 
 

https://www.woodford.redbridge.sch.uk/page/?title=Online+Safety+Advice+for+Staff%2C+Parents+%26amp%3B+Students&pid=258
https://www.e-safetysupport.com/onlinetraining?course=8mql9TkC5H2m&school=144


 

 

Holiday Activities and Food Programme – December 2021 

 
 

What is the Holiday Activities and Food Programme? 

Also known as HAF, this programme is being provided to enable eligible children to access the following during the 

school holidays:  

 Daily physical activity  
 Enriching activities  Nutritional education 

 

Children and young people who took part in the summer had a great time and made new friends too.  

When is it? 

Sessions will take place from 10.00am to 2.00pm, Monday 20 December to Thursday 23 December 2021. Once we’ve 

confirmed your place, you’ll be able to turn up on all four days, but you don’t have to. If you have other plans then you 

can just join in on one, two or three days instead.  

 

Where is it? 

Primary age children will be able to attend one of the following sites: 

 Cranbrook Primary School, The Drive, Ilford, Essex, IG1 3PS 
 Coppice Primary School, Manford Way, Chigwell, Essex, IG7 4AL 

 Fullwood Primary School, Burford Close, Barkingside, Ilford, Essex, IG6 1ER 
 Ray Lodge Primary School, Snakes Lane East, Woodford Green, Essex, IG8 7JQ 

 South Park Primary School, Water Lane, Seven Kings, Ilford, IG3 9HF 
 Uphall Primary School, Uphall Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 2JD 

 Woodlands Primary School, Loxford Lane, Ilford, Essex, IG1 2PY 
 

Secondary age children will be able to attend one of the following sites: 

 Caterham High School, Caterham Avenue, Clayhall, Ilford, IG5 0QW 

 Oaks Park High School, 45-65 Oaks Lane, Ilford, IG2 7PQ 

 If you live in Ilford and are unable to travel to Oaks Park or Caterham, we will also be running a transport service 
daily, to and from the front of Loxford School, Loxford Lane to the Oaks Park High School HAF.  

 

We are also considering running online activities sessions for children who are unable to attend in person. If you are 

interested in these sessions, please indicate so on the application form and we will contact you with the relevant login 

details, if there is sufficient public interest. 

 

Is my child eligible? 

Your child will need to meet both of the following: 

 Eligible for, and in receipt of, Free School Meals (not including those accessing universal entitlement for Free 
School Meals unless they also meet the eligibility criteria for FSM) 

 Age 5-16 years  
 

How do I book? 

If you would like your child to take part, please register your interest no later than 5.00pm on Friday 10 December 2021 
at https://forms.office.com/r/tu6QRztcG5 .  Places are on a first come first served basis so please book as soon as possi-
ble to avoid disappointment.  
 

  

Holiday Activities and Food Programme – December 2021 

 
 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/tu6QRztcG5
https://forms.office.com/r/zxM5YtLyyk


  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Lunchtime 

  

  

Junior Choir 

Conference 
Room 

13:50- 14:35 

  

  

  

Junior Band 

IBO 

(SF1) 

13:50- 
14:40 

  

  

Jazz Band 

KHN 

(SF1) 

13:25-14:15 

  

GCSE/A-level 
support 

IBO 

(SF2) 

13:25- 14:05 

  

Senior Choir 

KHA 

(SF1) 

13:25- 14:05 

  

  

Theory 

IBO 

(SF2) 

13:30-14:20 

Orchestra 

IBO 

(SF1) 

13:30-14:20 

After 
school 

  

  

String or-
chestra 

IBO 

(SF1) 

15:45-16:30 

  

Brass Ensem-
ble 

(SF2) 

15:45-16:15 

  

  

Chamber 
groups 

IBO 

(SF1) 

15:45-16:30 

      

These music sessions will be on weekly, girls should bring their own instrument and no registra-

tion is required for the sessions. 



 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Before 
School 

    

Y7/8 Sports hall 
athletics 

JBR - Sports hall 
7:50 – 8:20 

  

All Year Groups 
- Morning Mile 

JBR – Field 

7:50-8:15 

  
Year 11 Bad-

minton 

VJA – Sports 
Hall 

7:50-8:20 

Lunch 
time 

(Times 
vary) 

Year 9 Badmin-
ton 

HBA – Sports 
Hall 

13:40-14:20 

Running Club 
with Rachael 

Lam (Y12) 
Field 

13:30 – 14:00 

Year 7/8 Football 
TLE – Netball 

courts 

13:30-14:00 

  
All Years – Ath-

letics 

KRI – Sports hall 
13:25-14:10 

  
Year 9/10 Foot-

ball 
HBA – Netball 

courts 

13:40-14:20 

Year 9 Netball 
HBA - Netball 

Courts 

13:30-14:20 

  
Year 10 Netball 

KRI – Netball 
Courts/Sports 

Hall 
13:10-14:00 

Y12/13 Netball 
LMA – Sports 

Hall 
13:10 – 2:00 

  
Boxercise 

(Invitation On-
ly) 

HBA – Dance 
Studio 

13:40-14:10 

  
Year 10 GCSE 

Catch Up 

KRI 
13:30-14:00 

After 
school 

Year 7/8 Foot-
ball 

JBR - Field 

15:45-16:30 

  
Year 9/10/11 

Netball 
VJA/LMA – 
Sports Hall 

15:30-16:30 

All years 
Trampolining 

JBR/LMA – 
Sports Hall 

15:40 -16:40 

Year 7 Netball 
VJA/LMA – Sports 

Hall 
15:45-16:45 

Year 8 Netball 
JBR – Sports 

Hall 
15:45-16:45 

  

PE Extra-curricular (Autumn 2) 
December 2021 





                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time: 1:40 – 2:00  

Location: Go to the Sports building to meet me and get changed. I will register you.  

If it is sunny, we go to the field; if it is wet, we stay indoors.  

 



Wanstead Rugby club invites  

Woodford County girls  

to go and try rugby 



Camps – London Pulse Netball 
 

Dear Pulse Fans, our Xmas Camps will be at our home venue this year!  

Take the opportunity to go Xmas shopping at Westfield whist your child plays with some of 
our Netball stars in the best Netball Arena in the Country! 

londonpulsenetball.com  

https://londonpulsenetball.com/product-category/camps/
http://londonpulsenetball.com


The Art Teacher Ms Khanum is 

taking part in a group  

Art exhibition. 

Everyone is warmly invited to 

view her latest artwork. 











 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent or Carer, 

There have been a number incidents in various schools where school children have been posting malicious information about 

school staff on social media platforms such as TikTok.  This may include falsely accusing them of criminal offences involving 

children.  Obviously this is very distressing to staff and their families. 

Can you please remind your child that this is a criminal offence under the Malicious Communications Act 1988: 

Where a person sends a letter, electronic communication or article of any description which conveys a message which is indecent 

or grossly offensive, a threat or information which is false and known or believed to be false by the sender 

So even if a child writes something about a member of school staff which is false or grossly offensive ‘just as a bit of fun’ or as a 

rumour and then posts it on social media – they commit a criminal offence. 

The child may then be at risk of permanently excluded and/or prosecution. 

As your safer schools police team, we work hard with your school to avoid school children becoming excluded or criminalised, 

but sometimes where the level of harm or distressed caused is so severe we have little choice but to follow these routes. 

Please speak to your child regarding the sensible use of social media.  Consider also using parental software to restrict what 

they can access and monitor where appropriate.  We would also advise consideration to not allowing your children to have 

access to social media in their bedrooms so that this remains a safe space and reduces the opportunities to misuse social me-

dia. 

If your child does genuinely suspect any adult (school staff or otherwise) of committing criminal offences then they must report 

this to either a senior staff member, or the police.  They can also confidentially speak to Childline or report crime anonymously 

via the Fearless website. 

If you would like to speak further about this I am happy to be contacted via Adam.Richmond@met.police.uk or please speak to 
your local school’s safer schools officer. 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Adam Richmond 

Inspector for Redbridge Schools Safer School Police 

Youth Engagement Team 

EA Command Unit 

mailto:Adam.Richmond@met.police.uk
















 Lost property wooden trunk in Reception 

 

We have a large number of unclaimed outdoor coats and school uniform sitting in the 

large lost property box in reception.   

Please remind your daughter to check the box if she has misplaced something. 

We shall be emptying the lost property trunk at the end of term. Any unclaimed items 

will be disposed of. 

Thank you for co-operation. 

Students are still forgetting to bring in 
their face mask, lanyard, locker key 

and fob to school.   

Please remind your daughter to bring 
these items in daily. 



AUTUMN  2021     

Term 

 

Friday 3 September Friday  22 October 

Half-term Monday 25 October Friday 29 October 

Term Monday 1 November Friday 17 December 

Non Contact Day Friday 8 October  

SPRING 2022     

Term Tuesday 4 January 2022 Friday  11 February 2022 

School Closure In Lieu 

of 3 June 2022 

Friday 11 February 2022  

Half-term Monday 14 February 2022 Friday 18 February 2022 

Term Monday 21 February 2022 Friday 1 April 2022 

Non Contact Day Tuesday 8 March 2022   SUMMER 2022     

Term 

 

Tuesday 19 April 2022 Friday  27 May 2022 

Half-term Monday 30 May 2022 Friday 3 June 2022 

Term Monday 6 June 2022 Friday 22 July 2022 

Non Contact Day Wednesday 29 June 2022  

Dates for the Diary 

KEY DATES TO REMEMBER 

6th to 10th December—House Charity Week (Warner) 
Friday 10th December—Christmas Jumper Day 

Monday 13th December—Cake Sale 
15th/16th December—Christmas Lunch 

15th/16th December—Years 7 –11 Flu Vaccines 
Thursday 16th December—Christmas Concert premiering on YouTube 

Tuesday 4th January—First day of term, lateral flow testing, Year 11 
mock fortnight begins 


