CLASSICS
[bookmark: _GoBack]Don't read all of the books below unless you have loads of time! If you see anyone else interesting who you haven't heard of, get in contact with me and I'll advise. This reading list concentrates on Athens in the 5th Century BC and Rome in the 1st centuries BC and AD...mainly because these are the best periods for literature in the ancient world, but also so that you can see how the ideas and style in the literature relate to each other in these periods. If you find an area that you are particularly interested in focus on it...again, let me know and I will advise further reading. (Mr McClelland)
History:
Suetonius, 12 Caesars (Later Roman history) (tabloid-esque writings on the first 12 emperors of Rome -great fun) OR Plutarch- anything you can find from a good library...he writes about all the great figures from history including Julius Caesar, Pericles (5th Century Athens)...more serious than Suetonius.
Herdodotus, Histories (Early Greek history)- Myth mixed with fact -the grand-daddy of western history...relates the attack of the Persians on Greece...inspiration for the film 300.
Thucydides, Histories (Early Greek history)- Talks about the epic Peloponnese War between Sparta and Athens…contains some beautiful speeches by the great men of the age (Pericles, Cleon,  Alcibaides etc.) who discuss the concepts of democracy and empire, and the pros and cons…great stuff for anyone interested in politics.
Plutarch, later writer who writes about the lives of the great men from ancient history such as Julius Caesar, Alexander the Great, Pericles etc.
Philosophy:
Seneca, on Anger (or any of his theses) (Roman philosophy) (A champion of Stoic philosophy...teacher of the emperor Nero)
Plato, Crito or Apology (Greek philosophy) OR Republic (Socrates tells us about his ideal state, complete with ideas on class division -inspired Nietzche to write his Superman philosophy)
Poetry:
Ovid, Metamorphosis (Epic Augustan poetry) (Just brilliant -try book 3 for a taster...then books 1, 7 and 8)...Ovid tells myth like no-one else...might be worth buying Ted Hughes' 'Tales of Ovid' -a selection of the best stories from Met translated in a very fresh and modern style.
Catullus, Poems (Republican Roman lyric poetry) -Naughty writer of love poetry...will get back to you on this with a selection to really think carefully about...sometimes with Cat, people think he is frivolous, but there is often real substance beyond the jokey tone of his poems which he writes on behalf of his lover Lesbia (not a joke!), Julius Caesar, and his Neoteric poet mates.
Horace, Odes (Augustan lyric poetry) -my personal favourite...try and find a selection of his poems from a library rather than reading all of the odes...some are very dry -he talks about epicurean and stoic philosophy, growing old, the emperor Augustus, love, friendship, death, life in Rome -he is a mighty writer.
Oratory:
Demosthenes (4th Century BC oratory from Athenian lawyer) - pick a speech
Cicero (Republican orator who claimed he saved Rome -Ask Latin lot about him)- Against Cataline  
[I reckon this stuff might be quite dense without quite substantial background reading...]
Letters:
Pliny- Letters (talks about 1st century Roman empire) (Again, go to library and find a selection of letters rather than plough through them all)
Satire:
Juvenal- Satire 10 (brilliant discourse on why we shouldn't want to live forever)...short and very sweet (if a little slow at the beginning)...if you want more, head to satire 3 in which Juvenal tells us why his mate is fed up living in Rome.
 Comedy:
Aristophanes (5th Century BC Athenian Comedy)- Wasps (about a law-court obsessed old man -a bit like my fair lady) OR Birds (Birds form a new state called Cloudcuckooland!) OR Lysistrata...again, a personal favourite of mine.
Aeschylus (5th Century BC Athenian Tragedy)- Agamemnon (heavy but very good).
