POLITICS READING
The nature of the subject means that many books on Politics become out-of-date very quickly, but even so, a great deal can still be learned about the nature of politics from reading them. Books that deal with political theory of long-term trends in politics are less susceptible to this – indeed, Plato is still relevant after 2,500 years!
Current British Politics
Alex Nunns: The Candidate
This is a book about the rise of Jeremy Corbyn and the current state of the Labour Party. 

Christopher Jackson: Theresa May – Power, Chaos And Chance
The name says it all really, although it puts her premiership into a wider historical context.

Fintan O’Toole: Heroic Failure
This is about the Brexit referendum and the Brexiteers. Its tone is humorous.

Owen Jones: The Establishment
This is a left-wing analysis of how the British political system operates. Owen Jones is a political activist who writes for the Guardian and tweets a lot!

International Politics

Naomi Klein: The Shock Doctrine
This is an analysis of the motives behind American foreign policy and is pretty critical. It’s a few years old though.

George Monbiot: Out Of The Wreckage
Monbiot also writes for the Guardian occasionally. He’s an environmental anarchist and this is his analysis of the world today and what he thinks could be done to make it better.

Steven Levitsky & Daniel Ziblatt: How Democracies Die
Although focused mainly on the impact of Trump in the USA, the book looks more broadly at the factors that lead to the decline of democracy and assess how real this threat is in today’s world.

Political Theory
A lot of this is pretty heavy, but it’s also fascinating. Here are three quite readable (and fairly short) books.

Friedrich von Hayek: The Road To Serfdom
Hayek was said to be the inspiration for Margaret Thatcher. He has been incredibly influential, particularly with advocates of the free market and critics of socialism.

Niccolo Machiavelli: The Prince
This is a 16th Century guide to the dark arts of ruling. It was so influential Machiavelli’s name has become part of the English language.

Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels: The Communist Manifesto.
An early work, which lays out Marx’s ideas on the class struggle and why revolution is needed.

Political Novels
You can learn a lot about politics from reading political novels. They can also be a lot of fun! Here are a few examples.

Andrew Marr: Head Of State
A comedy about how the government tries to cover up the death of the Prime Minister.

Jonathan Coe: Middle England
A darkly humorous book about the state of the nation set against the backdrop of Brexit.

Chris Mullin: A Very British Coup
It tells the story of what happens when a left-wing government tries to introduce radical change to Britain.

Robert Harris: Ghost
A thriller about what happens when an ex-Prime Minister decides to write his controversial memoirs.

George Orwell: Nineteen Eighty-Four
A nightmare vision of a totalitarian state based on Orwell’s observations of what was going on at the time in the Soviet Union under Stalin (it was originally going to be called 1948).

Diaries
Political diaries can be interesting, and sometimes quite fun. There are lots of them, but interesting ones from not too long ago are those of Alistair Campbell, Alan Clark and Tony Benn. If I had to choose I’d probably recommend volume II of the Alan Clark diaries. He was a great supporter of Thatcher, a learned historian, a rake and a bit of a buffoon.

Other Reading.
If the above is not enough for you, have a go at these:

Political Theory & Philosophy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Plato						The Republic
Aristotle					Politics
John Rawls					A Theory Of Justice
Antonio Gramsci				Prison Diaries
Jean-Jacques Rousseau			The Social Contract
Francis Fukuyama				The End Of History And The Last Man
Karl Marx					Das Kapital
Ralph Miliband				The State In Capitalist Society
Thomas Hobbes				Leviathan
John Locke					Two Treatises On Government
John Stuart Mill				On Liberty
Anthony Giddens				The Third Way
Karl Popper					The Open Society And Its Enemies
Edmund Burke					Reflections On The Revolution In France
Robert A. Dahl					Dilemmas Of Pluralist Democracy
Edwards S. Herman & Noam Chomsky	Manufacturing Consent
Stephen Lukes					Power
Michael Oakshott				On Human Conduct
John Waldron					Theories Of Rights
Isaiah Berlin					Four Essays On Liberty


International Relations/World Politics
Gore Vidal					Perpetual War For Perpetual Peace
Michael Moore				Stupid White Men
George Monbiot				Captive State
David Satter					Darkness At Dawn
Niall Ferguson					Collosus
Richard Koch & Chris Smith			The Suicide Of The West


