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Punctuality to school 
Dear parents, carers, 

 

My previous correspondence detailed the school’s attitude towards school attendance and our drive to improve each student’s 

understanding on this matter thus enabling them to gain a high-quality school education.  

Punctuality is also of great importance and where standards fall short, there are measures that we put in place to improve 

punctuality to school.   

As you will know, our school day starts at 08:20 with registration of pupils in the main school commencing from 08:30.  

Due to the school’s vast catchment area (spanning Redbridge and neighbouring boroughs) we understand that occasionally 

difficulties arise in arriving to school for an 08:20 start. As a result, we classify a student being late to school from 08:30        

onwards. Our Senior Leadership Team (SLT) initially check punctuality at the school gate. When students arrive after 08:30, 

their electronic fob records entry to school.  This digital signature ensures that records are kept accurately.  Where students 

forget their electronic fob, this information is also recorded at the gate by SLT and a manual entry is made.   

Students arriving after 08:30 at the school gate are sanctioned with a 15 minute “late detention” at the end of the school 

day, failure to attend ramps this up to a “30- minute detention”.  Subsequent failure to attend leads to a full 1-hour          

detention.    

As many of our students arrive by bus, their route to school can be impaired by the running of TFL services.  On occasions when 

the “school bus (679)” is delayed, an amnesty on 15-minute detentions on that day is called.  This is also true where a           

significant number of students arrive after 08:30 due to the late running of local buses.  Please note that regardless of reason 

of lateness, a “late mark” is issued for registration purposes as the student arrived after 08:30.  Where a student arrives after 

09:00 an “unauthorised late” is issued for registration purposes.   

Seven “unauthorised late” marks within a six-week registration period may lead to a Penalty Charge Notice (PCN). 

As you and your child may have noticed, local traffic has been particularly poor this term – the closing of Woodford bridge not 

helping matters.  Whilst we sympathise with this situation, students are still expected to arrive before 08:30 (The number of  

students arriving late has not been significant this term as the 679 bus route has thus far not been affected greatly).  

We are also noting a trend of parents calling in whilst driving to inform us of their child’s late running due to traffic.  Whilst we 

thank those parents for informing us of this situation, the 15-minute late detention will remain in place unless a parent can 

explain the extraordinary reason for lateness – traffic related incidents are not extraordinary.  Please be aware that records 

are kept on our management information system where parents call in and trends in lateness are routinely monitored.       

Some parents have also called in to school after their child has been sanctioned for lateness and have been abusive towards 

our administration staff – this will not be tolerated. 

 Take home messages 

 School starts at 08:20 and registration for the Main School at 08:30. Arrival after 08:30 is considered late and a                 

15 - minute “late detention” will be automatically administered unless in exceptional circumstances.  

 

 Where there are delays to the “school bus (679)” an amnesty on 15-minute detentions will take place. 

 

 



 

 

 Where there are exceptional delays to local buses and a significant number of students arrive late an amnesty on            

15 -minute detentions will take place for those travelling via those bus routes. 

 

 Parents of pupils who arrive after 09:00 seven times in a six-week period may be liable for a PCN. 

 

 A student is not exempt from the late detention if a parent calls in. Only under exceptional circumstances is this late   

detention waived.    

 

 If you would like further information on our Attendance policy, please click the following link. 

 

A message from our Key Stage Administrators regarding absence calling 

Please ensure that you call in before 09:00 (on each day of absence) to let us know if your child will be absent due to illness, this 

can be either by phone call or by e-mail. Where information is not received, an unauthorised absence will be recorded for AM 

and PM sessions.  12 unauthorised sessions in a 12-week period may lead to a PCN.   

Article by  

 

Dr. Cassim Ashraff,  

Assistant Headteacher  

 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

Winter Coats - Lost property -  

Wooden trunk in Reception 

 

We have a large number of winter 
coats in our lost property box.  

If your daughter is coming home     
without her coat, could you please 
prompt her to look 

in the lost property box, as soon as 
possible.   

Unclaimed winter coats will be          
discarded / sent to charity, 

at the end of this week,  

Friday 24th November 2023. 

https://www.woodford.redbridge.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/26/D5C292ABA8B5488D218D128FB124FF63.pdf


 
 

Want to learn more about economics?  

Join the economics society. 

       

      Week B 

       Monday Lunch 

       1:30-2pm 

CC2 

Years 7-11 

 

 

Autumn Term Dates Remaining: 

27/11/23 

11/12/23 

 

Co-Presidents:  

Simrit Tagar, Gurpriya Purewal, Damanpreet Kaur 

 

Supervisor:  

Mr Bradford 

Economics 

Society 



 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

 

We are pleased to inform you that we have 

raised £209.67 from the event. 

 

Advanced Notice – WCHS will be taking part in the National Christmas 

Jumper Day to raise money for Save the Children.  This is on Thursday  

7th December. Plan / save up / create / make / customise your jumper!  

 

ISLAMOPHOBIA AWARENESS MONTH 
 

MEND  (Muslim Engagement and Development)  will be making their third visit to       
Woodford on Monday.  November is Islamophobia Awareness Month which this year is  
focusing on telling positive stories about Muslims in an effort to counter negative             
stereotypes.  We are particularly pleased that since their first visit in November 2021 it has 
been a former student of Woodford who has led the session with our students. As we 
work together to heal our community after recent events, we are fortunate to be able to 
call on external expertise with insider knowledge of our school. 

 



IMPACT FOOD GROUP 
 

Since Summer 2023, the schools Catering provider Innovate have partnered with Olio to 
minimise food waste and distribute food that cannot be used by the school to local        
families in need. The food is generally collected at the end of the school week. This is an 
excellent initiative to support sustainability and reduce food waste. 

 

The documents below show the Business, Social and Environmental impact achieved 
through this process for the month of October 2023. The first document relates to      
Woodford County High School. The second document relates to the Impact Food group as 
a whole. Thank you to both Innovate (part of the Impact Food Group) and to Olio for this 
really important initiative. 

 

Kind Regards 

Sheila Fonseca 

School Business Manager 







Dear Year 7 and Year 8 Parents 

Woodford County High School Joint Winter Disco with Ilford County High School  

For Year 7 & 8 Pupils on 

 Thursday 7th December 2023 6.00pm – 8.00pm 

at Woodford County High School (School Hall) 

The Parents and Friends’ Association (PFA) would like to invite pupils in Years 7 & 8 to a joint Disco which 

is being hosted by Woodford County High School and Ilford County High School.  

The disco will take place at Woodford County High School on Thursday 7th December 2023 in the School 

Hall. The ticket price is £8.50 per student. All parents will need to collect their daughters (or arrange for a 

family member to collect them) from Woodford County High School at 8.00pm. Students will not be 

allowed to leave unaccompanied. (Boys will be collected from the Hall, girls from the Dining Room.) We 

apologise that parking will not be available on site and ask that you make use of the Hawkey Hall Car Park. 

There will be parking enforcement at the school gate and they will turn away vehicles attempting to enter 

the site.  

The Disco is a fund raising initiative on behalf of both PFAs and money raised will be divided between the 

two PFA charities. Refreshments will be on sale at the Disco so please ensure your daughter has some 

money as she may wish to make a purchase. The Disco will be supervised by Woodford and Ilford staff 

and PFA members. No external guests will be allowed entry and students will be required to stay on the 

premises until collected by a parent or family member at 8.00pm. 

Please complete the permission form on ParentPay and ensure that payment has been made through 

ParentPay by Friday 1st December 2023.  Your daughter may only take part if the permission form and 

payment have been received.  Please note that this is a non-refundable event. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Ms Jo Pomeroy 

Headteacher 

 





Woodford County Eco Info 
As a school community we all have the responsibility to create a         

sustainable future for our beautiful planet. 

On Friday 24th November try not to buy             
unnecessary items to raise awareness of the negative 
environmental, social, and political consequences of 
overconsumption. 

Sharing or reusing 
will also contribute 

to the  

CUT YOUR CARBON 
challenges 





 

Please see the message below from The London Borough of Redbridge: 

 

Please can you send the following links to families which will support them with the cost 
of living:  

Cost of Living (redbridge.gov.uk)  

Cost of Living - Cost of Living payment (redbridge.gov.uk)  

Cost of Living - Foodbanks (redbridge.gov.uk) 

 
There is the Ilford Community Grocery - we urge every family in need to join the Ilford 
Community Grocery, 25-29 Clements Rd where residents can buy food at 80% discount: 

For the longer term you may be interested in buying your groceries at the Ilford          
Community Grocery. Join this grocery for £5 a year and you can buy 12 items for just £5.   
It is located at 25-29 Clements Rd, Ilford.  
It is open Monday through Friday 9:30am - 4:30pm.  
 
More details: https://communitygrocery.org.uk/ilford/   
 

 

https://costofliving.redbridge.gov.uk/
https://costofliving.redbridge.gov.uk/cost-of-living-payment/
https://costofliving.redbridge.gov.uk/foodbanks/
https://communitygrocery.org.uk/ilford/
https://communitygrocery.org.uk/ilford/


 Educational 

Psychology Service Parent Helpline 

Would you like to talk to someone?  

Do you need some support with creating a daily routine for your 

child?  

Are you concerned about your child’s emotional wellbeing? 

Are you struggling to motivate your children at home or manage 

sibling relationships?  

The Educational Psychology Service (EPS) are here to support you.  

We have a dedicated telephone helpline for parents/carers where 

you will receive advice and guidance from a professional  

Educational Psychologist.  

The EPS helpline is available for all parents and carers - your child 

does not need to be known to the EPS, does not need to have a  

special educational need or additional support within school.        

We welcome calls from all parents and carers.  

EPS Helpline 

Telephone: 07741 331 009 

Opening hours:    

       Every Wednesday 10am - 4pm 

Webpage: https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/

schools/educational-psychology-service/ 

FIND: Educational Psychology Service 

@Redbridge_aep Twitter account.  

 

https://find.redbridge.gov.uk/kb5/redbridge/fsd/service.page?id=Fo8CR1SQQKw


WCHS - ECTT – Term 2 

  Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri 

Before 

School 

7.50-

8.20am 

        Yr12&13 

Badminton 

STA 

Lunchtime 

1.30-2pm 

Volleyball 

(all) VJA 

  

Trampolin-

ing KRU 

Week A = 

yr9-11 

Week B = 

yr7&8 

  

  

*Netball - 

SQUAD Train-

ing Only* 

+ Sixth formers 

STA, VJA, HBA, 

KRU 

Football Train-

ing 

Week A = yr7 & 

8 HBA 

Week B = yr9-11 

STA 

  

  

Athletics (all) 

Badminton 

VJA 

Week A = 

yr7&8 

Week B = yr9

-11 

Yr10 & 11 

GCSE Tram-

polining & 

Badminton 

STA & KRU 

  

Cross Coun-

try (all) KRI 

After-

school 

3.30-

4.20pm 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

*FIXTURES* 

    



 

 

Music Extra-Curricular Timetable: Winter 2023 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Lunchtime 

  

  

Junior Choir 

Ms Nina 

(SF1) 

13:30- 14:10 

  

  

Senior choir 

JMI 

(Main Hall) 

13:40-14:15 

  

Brass Ensemble 

(Jubilee room) 

13:45-14:15 

  

Kalimba Club 

(Conference room) 

13:40-14:15 

Junior Band 

IBO 

(SF1) 

13:30- 14:10 

  

  

Flute ensemble 

(please speak to Ms 
Hannent if interested) 

KHN 

13:40-14:10 

  

Musical Theatre Club 
(Conference Room) 
13:40-14:10 

  

  

Jazz Band 

KHN 

(SF1) 

13:40-14:15 

  

  

String orchestra 

IBO 

(SF2) 

13:40-14:15 

  

Carnatic Ensemble 
(Jubilee Room 1) 

13:30-14:20 

 

Ukelele Club 

(Jubilee Room 2) 

13:40-14:15 

Theory  and 
GCSE/A-level 
support 

IBO 

(SF2) 

13:40-14:15 

  

  

Orchestra 

IBO 

(SF1) 

13:40-14:15 

  

Guitar    
Ensemble 

(SF2) 

13:40-14:15 

After school 

  

  

  

  

Chamber groups 

IBO 

(SF1/2) 

15:45-16:30 

  

      



https://www.nuffieldhealth.com/movetogether/2
https://r1.dotdigital-pages.com/p/25N2-16S2/join-the-movement-schools


It takes a special person to care for a special person. 

Gloria Samuel, Service Manager for Fostering and Children with Disabilities   
Services in Redbridge Council, previously fostered for 20 years.  Many of the 
children she cared for had physical and learning disabilities.  Now retired from 
fostering, Gloria states “I don’t think potential foster carers realise just how 
much training and support is available when looking after children who happen 
to be disabled or have additional needs.  There are many different care         
packages offered to support the child and foster carers fully and the training    
involved is outstanding”. 

If you are considering fostering and would like to know more, please email     
fostering@redbridge.gov.uk or call us on 020 8708 6068 or visit                   
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/fosteringschools  to book a place at one of our 
information sessions. 

mailto:fostering@redbridge.gov.uk
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/fosteringschools


DATES FOR THE DIARY 

  

 
KEY DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
23 November—GCSE Prize Giving 2023-24 
28 November—Year 13 Parents Evening 
4 December—Year 11 Parents Evening 

14 December—Christmas Concert 
18 December—Year 13 (2020-2021) Certificate & Social Event 

20 December—End of Term 

AUTUMN 2023     

Term Wednesday 6 September  2023 Friday 20 October 2023 

WCHS Remote Schooling Friday 15 September 2023 Students studying from home 

Half-term Monday 23 October 2023 Friday 27 October 2023 

Term Monday 30 October 2023 Wednesday 20 December 2023 

Non-Contact Day Thursday 12 October 2023  

 

REMINDER 

Please remind your daughter to bring in her lanyard, locker key and fob 

to school every day. 

SPRING 2024     

Term Thursday 4 January  2024 Friday 16 February 2024 

Half-term Monday 19 February 2024 Friday 23 February 2024 

Term Monday 26 February 2024 Thursday 28 March 2024 

Spring Break Monday 1 April 2024 Friday 12 April 2024 

Non-Contact Day Wednesday 6 March 2024  


