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Once a term, the everyday rhythm of working life at
Woodford is interrupted by a major theatrical event of
one kind or another. Girls swap the classroom for the
stage, they doff uniforms to don costumes, and without
even registering the transition they slip into
collaboration with other students both older and
younger. After four months of winter grey, shortened
days, heavy coats and practical footwear, the explosion
of sound, colour and movement that is the Spring
Production provides a revitalising injection of
communal energy.

While the Government’s plans for the EBacc are now
subject to review, what remains a matter for concern is
the more general trend which it exemplified: an
apparent drive to establish norms - rather narrow and
reactionary norms - and make people conform to them.
Some subjects are more important than others; some
universities are better than others; some people (do we
really want to say this?) add more value than others.
The girl whose story our Spring Production told was the
victim of this kind of preconception. Her sights set on a
career in dance, cultural aspirations and her family’s
ambitions for her presented a seemingly
insurmountable challenge.
Fortunately, however,
there was a happy ending, with the forces of love and
familial solidarity triumphing over normative
expectations.

The Asian Society’s 23rd annual production, “Nachle”
(“Dance”), delighted its audience. The girls, in radiant
costumes, were as beautiful as ever and the dancing
was simply stunning. A proud Headteacher, I came
away from the performance thinking two things: firstly,
(as always) how skilled and talented our Woodford
students are, and, secondly, how vitally important a There’s a message for us all in the plot-line the girls
place the expressive arts can occupy in people’s lives.
chose for their show. Whether as educators or as
parents, we have to be careful that we are not seeking
I’m not sure whether the Coalition Government has a to push young people in a direction that has more to do
view of the talents of Woodford students, but it with our opinions and our sphere of experience than
certainly seems to have one on the importance or with their talents or interests. Our expectations should
otherwise of the expressive arts. The English indeed be high, but they also need to be shaped to the
Baccalaureate (EBacc), as currently devised, seems to developing individuality of the child - in recognition of
shoulder them out on the assumption that some their need, as they emerge into adulthood, to forge an
subjects are more important than others. It’s an identity that’s all their own.
assumption that deserves to be challenged. If
comparing History (for example) with acting or painting Food for thought, as we all head off for what I hope will
or playing a musical instrument, it’s not actually be a relaxing and enjoyable Easter holiday.
obvious that what the former brings to a community or
to the life of an individual is more significant than the Ms Jo Pomeroy
latter. And even if we agree to leave unresolved the Headteacher
notion that Subject X is inherently more important than
Subject Y, are we then prepared to accept that
someone whose personality-defining talents happen to
lie in area Y has just drawn a short straw? Any cohort
of students displays aptitudes and enthusiasms across
the whole spectrum of subjects, and these
individualising tendencies should be high on the list of
things which a good education seeks to identify and
develop.
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Spring Production 14 March 2013
This year’s Asian Committee directed a spectacular
production, ‘Nachle’, written and choreographed
entirely by the committee themselves, and showcasing
the many talents of Woodford girls that extend beyond
the classroom. After enjoying light refreshments,
guests were able to witness the final result of months
of hard work and intense rehearsals in the form of
breath-taking dance routines and excellent acting. The
Asian Society was very proud to have such a dedicated
team of actors and dancers, committed to providing an
entertaining performance. A pleasant evening was had
by all and the production was warmly received by the
audience, with more than a few laughs throughout the
night! All students who participated did a fantastic job
and the night was a huge success. We would like to
thank all the parents for giving their support and for
supporting Asian Society’s chosen charity, Plan
International, for which we raised a large sum of
money.
Mahnoor Hussain 13BM and Sejal Chauhan 13BQ
(Heads of Asian Society 2012/13)

Spring Production 14th March 2013
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From the library.....
Are we reading enough for pleasure?
Members of form 7H have told us what they have enjoyed recently….
Non-fiction
Thurga enjoyed making most of the mobiles in the book “Magnificent Mobiles”.
Yushra enjoyed “Show me the money”.
Esra recommends “The Guinness Book of Records”
Sujeera’s choice was “The World of Science”.
Surrayia, Saumeya and Ashaiyini baked nearly all the cakes from the book “Cookies and Bakes”.
Natalie and Charlotte like sport and found a lot of useful information in the “Children’s Book of
Sport”.
Vahgisha tried out the recipes in the book “Indian Foods” and found that the
dishes she made were delicious.
Fiction Books
Thiviejaa liked “The Raspberry Rules” by Karen McCombie.
“Life according to Alice B. Lovely was enjoyed by Thurga and
Methusa.
Shobana found “Black Beauty” very enjoyable, even if a horse does
not have feelings and cannot speak.
Geerthiya found that “Diary of a Wimpy Kid” by Jeff Kinney is one of
the funniest books she has ever read.
Once Zoha had started reading “Hybrids” by David Thorpe she could not put it
down….
Iqra found “Matilda” by Roald Dahl quite magical. She says that story was not real but felt realistic.
Vahgisha’s choice was “Pig Heart Boy” by Malorie Backman.
Saumeya and Ashaiyini” liked “Love, Peace and Chocolate” by Cathy Cassidy as it is a modern book
which would suit teenagers.
“Starseeker” by Tim Bowler was enjoyed by Charlotte. She found it very interesting and mysterious.
Keerthi discovered that “Great Expectations” by Charles Dickens really is a very good book.
Jacqueline Wilson is still popular. Nazneen enjoyed her book “Sleepover”.
Natalie likes reading Alice in Wonderland adaptations and found that “Seeing Red” is a modern and
realistic adaptation.
Anu found that “Marshmallow Skye” by Cathy Cassidy was both realistic and funny.
“Doctor Who – howling 1” was, Samiya found, a very good read. The flow was great and there were
questions at the end of each page.
Tasnim found “Mr and Mrs Twit” by Road Dahl very amusing.
Hiba found that “Ginger Snaps” by Cathy Cassidy had a bit of adventure in it and that it was really
dramatic.
“the best book in the world”. Sujeera liked “The Kin” by Dickinson adventurous and rather weird.
Esher would recommend “Shadow” by Michael Morpurgo while Yushra would recommend his book
“War Horse”.
….and our favourite German books…..
Geerthiya – Fragen
Methusaiejaa, Thiviejaa und Ashmita– Fleckis Kleines Schwesterchen
Thurga – Die Brieffreundin
Sujeera – Die Drei Freunde
Surrayia – Round the World in German
Anu – Flecki
Nathalie – Flecki im Zirkus
Simran, Ashaiyini und Mahnoor – Flecki schläft bei seinem Freund
Keerthi – Claudia und Carmen
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Being a House Librarian
The House Librarian system at Woodford is beneficial
for all pupils. The opportunity to become a House
Librarian is given to students in Years 11 and 12. The
process involves completing a form, outlining why you
would be a suitable candidate, and handing it in to Miss
Corney, the Librarian. Representatives are chosen for
each house and each House Librarian is assigned a
particular section of the library which they have to
ensure is kept tidy and ordered.
Having been a House Librarian in Year 11, I have
realised that there are many benefits associated with
this position of responsibility, not only for myself, but
for others too. Firstly, by being a House Librarian I have
honed my skills and developed new ones too.
Organisation is a major part of this role. The section of
the library that I am responsible for is the Geography
section. I have to ensure that the books are ordered
and the shelves are neat and tidy.
Suggestions on how to improve the library have been greatly
appreciated by Miss Corney and recent developments have
included getting a new shelf for the Geography section and
also posters being put up encouraging students to use the
library. I have also improved my time-keeping as every
month there is a House Librarian meeting which all
Librarians are required to attend. This is the perfect
opportunity to give updates on your role to the other
Librarians and also give any suggestions to Miss Corney on
how to improve the library.
As a librarian I help younger students make good use of
the library and I am also able to promote correct usage.
I highly enjoyed being a House Librarian last year so it is
no surprise that I applied to be one again this year. I
am hoping to make some new changes. I have realised
that students aren’t all aware of the vast variety of
resources that they can obtain from the library, which
contains books from nearly every subject studied here.
I would therefore like to promote full use of the library
and try to get students to borrow books for revision.
Our library has excellent software called ‘Eclipse’ which
contains a catalogue of all the books and students can
also use it to borrow and return books. However, some
students are still unsure of how to use the system.
Although, Year 7 students are taught proper use of
‘Eclipse’ during Library Skills sessions, students that join
the school later are sometimes unaware of the system.
Therefore, House Librarians this year will also be
looking on ways to promote use of ‘Eclipse’.

The library is a great place to enjoy reading books, do
revision, or just clear your mind! To be part of the library is a
rewarding position of responsibility. I would encourage all
students to apply to be House Librarian if they can but for
younger students, the role of Junior Library Helper is also
very satisfying and rewarding.
Sabha Mahmood 12JS

‘The library is a great place to enjoy reading
books, do revision, or just clear your mind!’
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Geography Department
Spring 2013
We have been busy over the past few months making plans for the Summer Term as this is when many of our
field visits take place. If your daughter is in Year 7 to 9 please take a moment to look at the information below
and expect a letter about the visit their year group is involved in to be ‘parent-mailed’ next term.
At the beginning of March, Year 12 geographers
went on their annual fieldtrip in preparation of
one of their Summer exams. There was certainly
enough water in Loughton Brook for the data
Rochester –
collection they needed, but nobody saw the need
heritage tourism
for so much mud throughout Epping Forest!
24th & 26th
Year 7
Regardless, a good couple of days were had by all
June
(with the History
(see picture below).
Department)
Finally, another great opportunity for A2 students
has been our first ever ‘seminar’ involving a series
of visiting speakers spending the afternoon of
Herne Bay – coastal 20th OR 21st
th
Year
8
Tuesday 26 March with 12 WCHS and 10 Trinity
studies
May
students helping them revise and extend their
understanding of the ‘weather, climate and
associated hazards’ unit. Three speakers, one of
Clacton-on-Sea –
3rd OR 4th
whom was an ex-student, responded to a request
Year 9
tourism
July
made by the department through the initiative.
This encourages professionals working in science,
technology, engineering and maths fields to offer
their time to schools across the country. Follow
this link to find out more:
http://www.stemnet.org.uk/

Year 12 studying river channel characteristic along
Loughton Brook, Epping Forest.

Year 12 geographers and students from Trinity high School
with the STEMnet speakers at the school’s first ever A Level
Geography Seminar
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Science Challenge 15th March
Nine Woodford girls participated in the annual science challenge at Ilford County High School. Afira Hassan, Iqra
Bashir, Veena Prakas (all 7W), Nishnavai Mahendran, Piriyanga Thirunimalan, Fabina Haque, Abbey
Nirmalakumaran, Garthika Sundaran and Malaviga Gopalakrishnan (all 9H) attempted to extract as much current
and voltage as possible using a humble lemon as a battery.
This was very much an exercise in resilience as each team tried a number of strategies to generate the required
electricity.

Despite a brave, coordinated effort the girls were pipped at the post by a last minute effort from the Ilford County
teams. The morning was a very enjoyable and educational experience and I would like to offer my thanks again to
all the girls who took part, as well as Ilford County High School for their hospitality. Mr Mackie

Voluntary Service
From charity shops to care homes and from schools to Brownie packs, Woodford County High School’s Year 12s
have been giving some of their time back to the community.
From February to May Woodford’s Enrichment
programme involves students carrying out voluntary
posts throughout the community, possibly by aiding
and assisting those less able than themselves or
perhaps by helping to raise funds for charity. One of
our regular placements, ELHAP, is an adventure
playground designed and built for children and young
people with disabilities. Volunteers go along and spend
time helping others to explore the playground and
develop new skills. Other students may give their time
to a Care Home, where they will spend time with
residents reading to them, perhaps playing a board
game or even making tea and having a chat!
There are pupils who volunteer in schools and come
away with precious memories of the amusing
observations of very young children, often choosing to
remain as volunteers even once they have fulfilled their
obligations. Voluntary Service is a very important part
of VI Form at Woodford and enables our students to
develop their communication skills, show their
initiative and prove their commitment to others. We
have a good record of girls that have built out-standing
relationships with placements and have proved
themselves to be fine and reliable members of the
community. I am sure that this year’s Voluntary Service
students will continue to add to Woodford’s excellent
reputation.
Mrs Stone Voluntary Service Coordinator
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A Sixth form Theatre Visit to see “ The Captain of Köpenick” by Carl Zuckmayer
In February this year our sixth form German groups
very much enjoyed a visit to the National Theatre to
see “The Captain of Köpenick” by the German writer
Carl Zuckmayer.
In the play a petty criminal called Wilhelm Voigt is let
out of prison and wanders out of the prison door into
Berlin in the year 1910. He desperately looks around,
trying to find some sort of identity papers. His luck
changes when he finds a fancy-dress shop and in it
finds an abandoned military uniform. Suddenly the
citizens are ready to obey his commands. Germany is
heading savagely towards war as Wilhelm Voigt takes
on the state….
The play was first put on stage in Germany in 1931. In
the National Theatre production, Ron Hutchinson’s
version of the play, the title role is played by Anthony
Sher.
After the play our group was approached by a member
of the National Theatre marketing team. Nilaani and
Vera were interviewed and subsequently appeared as
part of the “audience feedback” on the National
Theatre website.
Miss Corney
Modern Languages Department

German Quizzes
Our monthly quizzes about
German speaking countries have been
popular. Students in all year groups are
welcome to participate, whether or not
they are learning German. Listed below
are the prize winners from our December,
January and February quizzes. At the time
of writing answers are being handed in for
our March German quiz.
December German Quiz Prize winners
Jennifer Jeyason
Luxsheni Manogaran
Chuphangini Chandrakanthan
January German Quiz Prize winners
Esher Banol
Trishala Misra
Maya Suarna
Sana Waseem
Natalie Vriend
February 2013 German Quiz Prize winners
Batusa Kandasamy
Sadia Rahman
Sara Salim
Sangavi Satkunarajah
Radshiga Sivabalan
Miss Corney
Modern Languages

Year nine pupils have spent a lot of time this term
thinking about which subjects to take for G.C.S.E.
examinations. There have been discussions in P.S.H.E.
lessons, talks with teachers and discussions with parents. In French
we have been working on the topic careers, work and work
experience and have also been talking about option choices.
Members of 9W would like to tell you something about their
choices.
Les matières que nous avons choisies
Tatiana
Pour mes examens j’ai choisi les deux langues vivantes, l’allemand et
le français, parce que je suis une personne qui aime les langues. Je
vais laisser tomber l’histoire parce que je préfère la géographie. Je
veux commencer la technologie car j’aime inventer des choses et
créer des nouvelles idées. Je voudrais faire quelque chose en
astronomie….
Nikita
Moi, j’ai choisi l’allemand, l’histoire, la religion et la technologie.
Avant je n’aimais pas beaucoup le français parce que c’était difficile,
mais j’aime ça maintenant parce que je le comprends plus.
Fatima
J’ai décidé de faire la religion, la géographie, le latin et le français.
J’aime le français mais c’est difficile. La réligion, c’est très
intéressant.
Mithuna
À l’avenir je voudrais être musicienne parce que j’adore la musique.
J’ai l’intention d’étudier la musique, la religion, l’allemand et la
géographie. Je voudrais travailler au collège royal de musique.
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Intermediate Mathematical Challenge
th

On 7 February nearly two hundred and forty students
in Years 9 – 11 sat the United Kingdom Mathematics
Trust Intermediate Mathematical Challenge. The
challenge lasts one hour and consists of twenty five
multiple choice questions which must be correctly
answered by using logic and problem solving skills.

The award for ‘Best in School’ went to Zaynah Ahmed
in Year 11. ‘Best in Year’ certificates were given to
Zaynah, Hawa Sankoh in Year 10 and Serena Pershad in
Year 9. Hawa’s score was sufficiently worthy for her to
be invited to sit the Olympiad paper and twelve
students across the age range were invited to take the
next round, called the Kangaroo challenge. These
students have recently taken part in the next stage of
the challenge and we await their results with great
anticipation.

Nearly half of Woodford students were successful in
gaining an award. In total twenty Gold awards, thirtythree Silver and fifty-three Bronze certificates were
Our congratulations go to all our certificate winners
achieved by our students.
and well done to all participants for their mathematical
efforts.

Some of our Kangaroo Challenge participants’ - Intermediate Mathematical Challenge
In January we heard that Sushila had been
In November last year thirty Year 12 and 13 students chose to awarded a further certificate for her efforts in
sit down at the end of a long day to take the UKMT Senior the Kangaroo.
Mathematical Challenge . Efforts were rewarded with a clutch
We commend all of our Advanced Level
of three Gold, twelve Silver and six Bronze certificates.
mathematicians who took part and look forward
Tanya Li-Chay-Chung was named ‘Best in Year’ among the to many more of our Sixth formers joining in next
Year 13 students and Sushila Ramani won the title ‘Best in year. Many congratulations to all our certificate
Year’ for Year 12 and also the overall award of ‘Best in winners.

Senior Mathematical Challenge

School’. Sushila gained an impressive ninety-two marks which
meant she also qualified for the next stage, the Senior Mrs Y Thompson
Head of Mathematics
Kangaroo Competition.
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Year 8 Faraday Challenge 2013
Recently, six year 8 students from Woodford were
invited by Ms Khan to take part in a challenge at Seven
Kings High School which would test our scientific,
mathematic and design technology skills.
After a brief introduction, we were given the
opportunity to research, design and make prototype
solutions to a tough engineering problem to do with
communication technology. We had to allocate roles to
the various people in our group according to their
individual strengths. The project manager was in charge
of making sure that everyone had something to do and
all ideas were taken into consideration.
We brainstormed a range of ideas for our prototype
and finally combined two useful ideas to come up with
our final one. To build our prototype, we had to buy a
few resources which we would need from a ‘shop’. At
the start we were given 100 faradays (the currency), to
purchase the items we needed. It was the job of the
accountant to negotiate prices with the shop owners,
so that we could get the best bargain possible. In
addition to this, the accountant kept records of all
things bought and sold.

As our challenge was to create a prototype which
would be used for communication, we obviously
needed a code. There were two cryptographers in our
group, who were in charge of coming up with a code
and making it easy and efficient enough to interpret.
To make our prototype work to its full extent, it was
essential that we worked as a team.
Finally, we were judged on not only on our prototype
but also on our teamwork and the range of skills that
we used to develop and construct our prototype.
Taking part in the Faraday Challenge was probably one
of the most challenging, but fun experiences we’ve
experienced since coming to Woodford.
Jeuela and Megan 8H

8H
Hannah Procter
Assembling the prototype was the most difficult and Jeuela Ravindran
time consuming part of our task. Design technology and Megan Bradley
scientific skills were vital in the construction of the
prototype.

8W Nabihah Rahman
8N Husna Memon
Emily Lai
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SCIENCE VISIT NEWSLETTER
On the 6th of March, 30 year 10
students (including myself) were
lucky enough to attend the ‘GCSE
Science in Action day’ at the
Institute of Education with three of our science
teachers. After a 45 minute train journey, we arrived at
Tottenham Court Road station and, subsequently the
University of London. Unfortunately, two of the
lecturers could not make it to our vision into Science
Superheroes; however, the day remained an interesting
one for all.
Our first lecture was taken by Steve Mould who
presented ‘Polymers – The superhero molecules of
chemistry’. Having previously witnessed Steve’s ‘Street
Science’ experiments on Britain’s Brightest, I was
looking forward to his talk and he did not disappoint.
He explained his fascination with his nephew’s highly
absorbent nappies and our lesson on polymers began.
Building on the knowledge most of us already had, we
learnt more about how the properties of polymers can
change,
for example,
if heat is
applied a
polymer
may
contract
or how
certain
polymers
dissolve
in water.
Super
absorbent
polymers
such as
sodium
polyacrylate
gain negative charges which cause the strands of the
polymer to repel one another and leave a space in the
middle to hold water. And thus we learnt how a nappy
works.
Our second lecture described the link between magic
and science. We learnt how the brain can allow for
deception as if told to focus on one thing, we may not
be aware of what occurs around us. This led to us
learning more about how the brain is split up into
various sections and of potential uses of an MRI
scanner to “read minds”. A computer could use scans
to find which parts of the brain are active during a
thought and thus create an image.

WOODFORD COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

Next we learned about 5 “mad, bad and dangerous
scientists” from the alchemist Isaac Newton, to the
urine collector Hennig Brand. To most, Isaac Newton is
perhaps the greatest scientist ever for his discovery of
gravity. The wizard Harold Brown, apprentice to
Thomas Edison, created the electric chair after Edison
did not give him the credit and pay that he felt he
deserved. Brown created the electric chair as an
alternative method of execution to make his work more
recognised.
Professor Steve Jones then explained how genes work.
This taught us of our close relationship to chimpanzees
which can be discovered by a close analysis of our DNA.
We also learned not only of the evolution of man but of
the evolution of language and how most languages
derived from an extinct language known as PIE (ProtoIndo-European) language. The day was ended with a
talk held by the presenter of the programme Dr Matt
Pritchard who described ‘The Science of Superhero
Powers’. He described how super conductors could be
created at extremely low temperatures with very low
resistance,
so electrical
current
could flow more
easily.
This could lead to
the
development of
the world’s
fastest train
operated
by magnets,
allowing the train to “float” on the tracks. The theory is
that if the train does not touch the tracks then friction
will not slow it down.
Overall, the day was packed with knowledge and
demonstrations that I doubt any of us will soon forget.
Whether our love was Physics, Chemistry or Biology,
there was something for all science lovers to enjoy.
Hawa Sankoh 10W
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Spring Term Concert Successes
This term has seen two major concerts for the Music
department –a successful recital evening in
February, and the recent Spring Concert.
This term’s recital evening featured students in
years 7-11 performing solos and duets in a huge
variety of styles. Highlights included Sugani
Suganthan’s Carnatic vocal performance of
‘Canndu’, Lina Deng and Sudipta Das’ rendition of
‘Payphone’ by Maroon 5, Maria Robertson’s jazzy
piano solo ‘Just Passin’ By’ and a thoroughly
entertaining performance on the accordion from
Alexandra Prellberg.

The Spring Concert once again featured all of the
Music Department’s many ensembles, in a
celebration of music which brought the term to an
exciting close. The Junior Band’s performance of
‘James Bond’, featuring Ashley Singh on solo electric
guitar, thrilled the audience, as did the Jazz Band’s
version of Dizzy Gillespie’s ‘Mercy Mercy Mercy’.
The Carnatic Group reprised their medley of Eastern
and Western songs, which they created earlier this
term for the Spring Production, while the WCHS
Singers’ collaboration with the year 12 British Sign
Language group brought a new, and moving,
element, to the traditional musical format.

Music Dates for Your Diary
Tuesday 23rd April
Tuesday 7th May
Thursday 23rd May
Thursday 11th July
Wednesday 17th July

Year 12 Recital Evening
Orchestra and Senior Choir
joint concert with ICHS
Redbridge Brass Festival (at
Ilford Town Hall)
Summer Arts Showcase
Summer Production begins

Year 12 Musicians visit Cambridge University
On 7th March, as year 12 music students, we were lucky
enough to visit Cambridge University for a Music Faculty
Taster Day. The trip was thoroughly enjoyable and
worthwhile, and allowed those of us expecting exam result
to calm our pre-results day jitters too!
The day began with a lecture on ‘Composers’ Intentions’,
led by Professor John Rink. Since this title was quite
general, it
was
difficult to
determine
what the
lecture
would
involve, so
we were
itching to
take our
seats and
find out. It turned out to be a truly eye-opening insight
into a side of music we were less familiar with, with the
main focus on the talk being Chopin’s intentions as a
composer. Having a lecturer as engaging and enthusiastic
as John Rink was a bonus, since he seemed genuinely
interested in imparting some of his knowledge to us in
order for us to have a greater understanding of the music.
We went on to have a tour of Corpus Christ College which
was, of course, tremendously grand and beautiful. The
highlights of the tour included finding out that each music
student gets their very own piano in their room, and that
the Cambridge University Library is home to a copy of
every book ever published in Britain!
After relishing the delicious and rather posh lunch of
sandwiches and scones, we made our way to the
afternoon lectures. The lecture focusing on ‘Tonal Skills’
not only gave us an idea of the practical aspects of a
university music course, but also helped with our current
AS
music
work.
Perhaps the highlight
of the day was having
the chance to play
traditional
Gamelan
music,
and
to
experiment
with
Indonesian
instruments. It was a
brilliant ‘hands-on’ way to learn which we really enjoyed.
Finally, we received an informative lecture on applying to
Cambridge and the Faculty of Music as a whole. Hearing
from current music students only added to our excitement
and was a great end to a fantastic and well-organised day.
Herkiran Kambo
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Silver Badge Induction Day Friday 22 March:
It was a cold and damp day so the thought of enduring a
whole day at Stubbers Adventure Centre in Upminster was
daunting. When we arrived, we were greeted by friendly
staff who had designed a range of activities to help
prepare us for our impending challenge – working as a
team of Silver Badges.
One of our first activities was the famous ‘trust exercise’
which involved us falling in to each other’s arms whilst
standing on a raised platform. This was frightening
enough, however once we had mastered this - we
participated in a number of team building sessions
including the high ropes course. This was an assault course
carried out 4-8 metres in the air, whilst being attached to a
Indeed, enjoyment apart, one purpose of the day
was to show us that by working together, all may
achieve success. The skills we learnt will surely be of
aid to us in our roles of responsibility within the
school and later in life.
Stubbers Adventure Centre
Ayesha Razak 12KH

secure harness. The session tested our confidence and
stamina, and taught us that encouragement from our
peers was extremely important. Team game activities that
brought us all together included climbing over a sheer 8
foot wall which required a lot of determination and
support from each other. We also had to manoeuver
weights onto platforms using ropes and balance all eight
of us on a seesaw. The most challenging task had us
descend into pitch black underground tunnels; a labyrinth
designed to test frazzled nerves and our ability to lead one
another in complete darkness.

SILVER BADGES 2013 / 2014
Raeesa Patel (Head Girl)
Raeanne Meade (Deputy Head Girl)
Jennifer Essery
Beatrice Leong
Nitya Matcha
Vera Opoku
Natashai Ragavan
Ayesha Razak
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Woodford Girls at the School’s Brightest
Business Brains Final

WOODFORD COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

The final was a great experience for both of us, as it
allowed us insight into the world of business, through a
range of exciting and interesting games and tasks.
There were six tasks, each organised by one of the
sponsors of the event. They focused on different
qualities needed to become a successful business
person, although the skills applied were necessary for
all jobs. These tasks allowed us some insight into the
day-to-day running of the sponsor business and how
they handle their projects. For example, Microsoft’s
task was to “reuse, recycle & reboot” an old keyboard,
mouse and USB stick, and Hilton’s task was to negotiate
the terms of a famous pop-star’s stay at the hotel, to
ensure that the customer’s demands were met
efficiently, within the hotel’s budget, and there was no
impact on the hotel’s other guests.

Recently, my friend Heena Bhadresa and I became
finalists in the ‘Brightest Business Brains Competition’.
The competition was run by TARGET jobs Events, in
partnership with Deloitte and was an opportunity for
Sixth Form students across UK to compete in a series of
business-related tasks to win the title of the School’s
Brightest Business Brains.
Some of the tasks focused on logic and we had to work
individually and as a team under pressured conditions,
The competition consisted of two rounds. The first part like the National Grid challenge, the teams had to make
was an online qualifier, which was made of 4 the tallest tower out of drinking straw, but the
psychometric tests, based on analytical, mathematical opponent was allowed to make two cuts to make the
and organisational tests and a personality tower collapse. Success depended on working as a
questionnaire. Each test had around 32 questions, team, with people from different schools, sharing and
which needed to be completed within 12 minutes, building on ideas. The other three tasks were: “Pictureusing the data and instructions provided. The result of story” by Deloitte, where the team were given a picture
this qualifier was posted on the online leaderboard and each and had to organise the pictures into the correct
the top 60 participants from across UK were invited to order without showing it to each other; a debate on a
attend the Grand Final held at Deloitte headquarters in gender discrimination ban in insurance (Aviva) and a
London.
debate on the legal age to buy mobile phones (BPP).
Alerted to the competition by a flyer in Sixth Form
Block we visited the website mentioned. We had a try
at the qualifying tests and were surprised and happy to
find that we both made it into the top 60 on the
leaderboard.

Although we were not placed in the top three, we both
thoroughly enjoyed the experience as we learnt a lot
more about the professional world, not only business
but in other sectors as well. Both of us would like to
work in investment banking in the future and the skills
we gained through the participation in the competition,
have prepared for university and beyond,. We would
certainly love to participate in the competition again.
The competition is only for Sixth Formers, but we
would encourage all year 11 and year 12 students to
participate in the School’s Brightest Business Brains
2014 next year.

This year, 3,245 people registered for the competition
and 1,787 people posted scores. I am proud to say that
both Heena and I made it into the top 60, with Heena
making it to the top 20 on the leaderboard. Both of us
scored considerably higher than the average 2450
(female) and 2564 (male). Heena scored 4341 points
and I scored 3840 points in the qualifying round, and
both of us were invited to attend the Grand Final of the Tasmia Year 13
competition on Monday, 11th March 2013.
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Netball
We have seen another great turn out for netball, with students from all years and abilities training on a weekly
basis. Squad players have shown great commitment to the busy demands of training, additional coaching from
Betty our netball coach and weekly fixtures.
At times games have been challenging but Woodford girls have continued to persevere, showing sportsmanship,
fair play and good camaraderie.

Year 7 Netball Team

Year 8 Netball Team

Year 9 Netball Team

Year 10 Netball Team
The final league results are:
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11
6th Form

Year 11Netball Team
Cross Country
The Year 7 Redbridge Cross Country Championships
will take place on Friday 17th April at Wanstead Park.
We will let you know how they get on.

6th
4th
6th
5th
4th
3rd
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Badminton
Both KS3 and KS4 Badminton teams have continued
to play at a high standard, winning the Redbridge and
East London rounds of the Centre Parcs National
Schools Badminton Championships
Key Stage 3 & 4 Badminton Teams
This year, the 6th form team consisting of Ranveer
Athwal,Jagriti Jyoti,Akshaya Sathesh and Hilma Salime
entered the further Education and 6th form colleges’
league and successfully won the East London round.
In December they competed again at Finsbury Leisure
Centre eventually coming in 3rd place.
In February half term the following students in Year 10 & 11 These students then completed their key skills
took part in the Badminton Young Official Award:
tests by officiating at the Woodford Year 9
badminton tournament held here on
Zahra Ahmed
10W Zibad Javed
10R
Wednesday 27th February.
24 students
Tasnim Ali
11W Vithiya Kugan
11H
competed and the finalists were placed as
Lily Auguste
10H
Arthi Mahinda
10N
follows:
Amara Copsey
10N
Kajol Patel
10H
1st place: Suhaa Mahmood & Rojah Thayabaran
Emayanga Emayakumaran 10H
Gaviya Uthayakumar 11W
3rd place: Saranya Sivapalan
Salina Fikadu
10N
Subhanghi Vasavan 10R
4th place: Marla Lakhan
Sabah Hussain
11H
Gisonna Vavananthan 10H
5th place: Sanjana Makhija
6th place: Lina Deng

Swimming
On Thursday 7th February a senior team of Woodford Girls came 4th in the Redbridge Swimming Gala. The team
was made up of Alveenah Aslam, Carly Troung, Lauren Tang and Mithilaa Senthival.

New activities
The new curriculum has provided additional PE lessons for students in Year 9 & 11. Here is a taster of the new
activities offered in Year 11.
Padbox
Aerobic

95 Year 11 students completed their Rounders Young Leader Award.

