
         

         

         

         
            

            

 

HEADLINES  
 

Exactly a hundred years ago a novel was published in France 
which over the intervening century has radically influenced 
developments in writing and thinking not only in its country 
of origin but across the globe.  Its author was Marcel Proust, 
and its English title is usually rendered as ΨwŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
¢ƘƛƴƎǎ tŀǎǘΩΦ  L ŎŀƭƭŜŘ tǊƻǳǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ άŀέ ƴƻǾŜƭΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
a sequence of seven, the first of which was what appeared 
in 1913.  I also neglected to say that Proust had at that point 
to publish it privately at his own expense, after it had been 
turned down by the Nouvelle Revue Française on the advice 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƘƻǳǎŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩΣ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǾŜƭƛǎǘ !ƴŘǊé Gide, who later 
wrote to Proust apologising abjectly for his stupidity.  Ah 
well.  Fifty years later another expert at Decca Records 
would similarly reject the Beatles, on the grounds that 
άƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǳƛǘŀǊǎέ ƘŀŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŀȅΦ 
ΨRemembrance of Things PastΩ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
definitive exploration and celebration of the power of 
recollection: how firmly our memories are rooted in us, how 
little it takes to re-awaken them, and how profoundly they 
help to shape our being.  Strictly translated from the French 
ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ΨLƴ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǎǘΩ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄ ƻŦ tǊƻǳǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀlly lose that 
time at all. 
Two former students have this year made contact to share 
their remembrance of things past.  The first was a lady in her 
nineties who, over tea in September, regaled me with tales 
of Miss Gordon - the first headmistress of the school and 
clearly a force to be reckoned with.  Learning that new 
housing at the bottom of the school site had been 
sanctioned by the council she had parents plant a tree each, 
ƭŜǎǘ άƘŜǊ ƎƛǊƭǎέ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƎŀǊƳŜƴǘǎ 
of the neighbourhood.   The second alumna wrote long-
hand from the Texas wolf sanctuary she herself had 
founded.  Evacuation, emigration, ordination, and even 
ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ƻƴ 5ŜŀǘƘ wƻǿ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ 
enough to erase her school years from her memory ςnor, 
apparently, a single word of the school song, which she 
quoted back to me in intimidatingly accurate detail.  
What memories, then, will the academic year that is just 
ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƭŜŀǾŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘΚ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ фоrd birthday saw us, still 
jubilant from the London Olympics, brandishing a new 
banner and piloting novel activities: the Thriftwood Activity   

¢ƘŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ƻŦ ά! ±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛŘƎŜέ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
performance notes provided by Lucy Kirkwood, a 
playwright (and former Woodford head girl) who has had 
no fewer then three plays staged in the West End since she 
visited us in December.  {ƴƻǿ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƎŀǾŜ wŜǇǘƻƴΩǎ 
gardens the contours and haunting hues of our earliest 
black-and-white photos and resulted in that rare thing, a 
school closure, sure to linger long in the memory.  Spring 
was late and unconvincing but enlivened by our first BSL-
signed concert, by a sumptuous Spring Production, and by 
a day of Superheroes, conquering sartorial self-
consciousness to raise money for Haven House.  The 
summer term brought boys to Woodford: first in the form 
of Olympic medal-winning gymnast Louis Smith and then in 
ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ LƭŦƻǊŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǿƘƻΣ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ Ƨƻƛƴǘ 
concert, came to play cheek-by-jowl ς or should that be 
jowl by cheek? - with Woodford girls.  Celebration of the 
Arts continued with further innovation as, on a beautiful 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ²ƻƻŘŦƻǊŘΦ  Ψ!ǿŀƪŜƴƛƴƎΩ 
ς a joint venture by the Art, Technology and Music 
Departments ς beckoned a relaxed audience from one 
performance space to another providing a wonderful 
showcase for the creativity of our students.   And now the 
year has ended with the rhythm, colour and movement of 
our International Fiesta: a kaleidoscope of flamenco and 
carnival, tribal- and line-dancing, on the hallowed turf of 
the front lawn against the time-washed façade of our 18th 
Century manor house. 
The students and staff for whom this summer marks a 
transition: to university, to new career challenges or to 
retirement take with them many memories alongside our 
good wishes.  Their Woodford youth, inevitably, will 
become time past, but never time lost.  Its influence will be 
evident, at some level, in everything they go on to do. 
 
I take this opportunity at the end of a busy and productive 
year to thank everyone for what our combined efforts have 
made possible at Woodford.   And I wish you all a happy, 
restful and restorative summer.  Time spent in that way, 
after all the months of hard work, is not lost either. 

Jo Pomeroy 
Head Teacher 
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History in Pictures 
 

Thirteen Woodford historians, having just emerged from 
their A-Levels, have been back in school over the last 
fortnight, painting large-scale images for our History 
Department classrooms.  Motivated, in their own words, 
by a wish "to give something back"  they have designed 
pieces in three very different styles: black and white 
portraiture, caricature and a psychedelic  piece.   The 

results are impressive 
and we are extremely 
grateful to have 
benefitted in this way 
from the artistry of  
 
Tasnim, Tharmaja, 
Tasneem, Aleena, 
Hafsa, Abida, 

Shironika, Tsara, Billie, Isha, Nyrah, Abinaya and Priyal. 
 

Year 10 Bath Visit 
 

A visit to the picturesque city of Bath on the 11th of July 
was without doubt a memorable experience for the Year 
10 GCSE Latinists and Classicists. The sun was shining, the 
ǎƪƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
missing a day of school played a part in our cheery mood! 
The very journey itself, despite being well over two hours 
long, seemed full of excitement. The endless crowds of 
rush hour on the Underground never ceased to amaze us, 
while the train ride from Paddington to Bath was lively 
and spirited. 
Upon arriving at Bath Spa Railway Station, we were led by 
Mr. McClelland and Miss Douek to a park to have lunch. 
The wide expanse of lush grass dotted with vivid flowers 
was a pleasant view while we chatted, laughed and 
waited in anticipation for our tour of the great Roman 
Baths. 
We were certainly not disappointed by the magnificent 
historical site. Immersed in our audio tour guides, we 
wandered through the Sacred Spring and the Roman 
Temple of Aquae Sulis (the Roman name for Bath). 
Everyone found something that personally fascinated 
them, whether it was the mysterious identity of the head 
ǎǳǊƳƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴǎΩ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ 

heating the baths known as the Hypocaust system. 
After leaving the Roman Baths, we were given an hour to 
explore the city where we were delighted by the contrast 
between the quaintness of the streets and the presence 
of modern shops such as McDonalds and HMV. And, of 
course, the adventure of the day was when we frantically 
rushed back to the station, only to arrive a minute after 
our train to London had left! 
From the layout of the Roman baths to the copies of 
Harry Potter translated in Latin found in the gift shop, 
everybody learnt something relevant to their Classics and 
Latin courses. The entire trip was not only enjoyable but 
educational and, all in all, a day well spent!  
          Sara Shaida 10H 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=bath+city&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=CwFwba28e5isSM:&imgrefurl=http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/sep/28/shale-boom-bath-pollute-water&docid=KWyL4-oGds4_RM&imgurl=http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2011/9/28/1317237998465/Roman-baths-City-of-Bath--007.jpg&w=460&h=276&ei=cl7mUeSlHK3P0AWHmoCwDg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:46,s:0,i:229&iact=rc&page=4&tbnh=174&tbnw=225&start=40&ndsp=16&tx=79&ty=49


 

Inspire a Generation! 

From the Olympics, via Strictly Come Dancing to Woodford 
County High School!  Star Louis Smith visited us on Thursday 
9th May.  He arrived to a warm welcome by many students 
waiting for his arrival. 

Standing for the UK Youth Parliament elections meant I had 
to choose three manifesto issues that were realistic, that I 
could tackle in a year were I to be elected.  One of my 
pledges was to invite inspirational people to the London 
Borough of Redbridge and its schools. 
 

 

After being elected at the end of February, I started trying to 
achieve this pledge. I emailed many inspirational people; 
Lord Sugar, Tom Daley, Colin Morgan, Boris Johnson and 
many more. I asked Mo Farah but he could not attend our 
school as his family reside in the USA, however I was pleased 
to receive an autograph from him. I continued inviting 
people as I thought that I definitely wanted somebody to 
come to my school and that is when I invited Louis Smith. 

 

L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻǳƛǎ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ŀƎŜƴǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀ 
school tour and that they would consider our school. I was 
thrilled by the reply and excited that we had a chance of 
Louis Smith attending. 

I got called out of chemistry. to hear the news that his 
appearance was going to happen!  From then on, I was so 
excited, every second and minute of the day! 

I prepared by organising a question and answer session 
with Mrs Greenfield and discussing the plan of the day 
with Miss Bufton.  We were all very excited and we 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƛƭƭ ǿŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 

¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ƘŀŘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΗ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩt wait! Louis Smith arrived to 
cheers from Woodford Students waiting outside the Sports 
Hall. He attended three different sessions. He first spoke to 
GCSE and A ς Level PE Students. They asked him questions 
that helped them with their coursework and sport they do. 
They had a chance to take photos with him and receive his 
autograph. He then went and gave an inspirational speech 
to the year 9 and 10 students. They performed for him and 
in return he gave the students who performed some tips to 
improve. He then demonstrated a cartwheel and before 
the students left he showed them a backflip off of the vault 
box. He did the same with the year 7 and 8 students but 
ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳƴƎ ά.ƻȅŦǊƛŜƴŘέ ōȅ Wǳǎǘƛƴ .ƛŜōŜǊ ǘƻ 
them. This ended with screams. He also showed the 
students his medals and this added to the great 
atmosphere. 

 

Overall, I was very pleased with how the day went and I 
enjoyed every bit of it! I hope everyone else at Woodford 
did too! I would just like to finish off by thanking Mrs 
Greenfield, the Leadership Team and the PE Department 
for allowing this visit to happen! 
 

Sabah Mohammed  9W 
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Visit to New Spitalfields Fruit and Vegetable 
Market 

 
In May the year 10 GCSE food technology students went on 
a trip to learn about food that is available locally to us. We 
started (very early!) at New Spitalfields fruit and vegetable 
market. Breakfast was kindly laid on by our lovely host Jan 
Hutchinson the Chief Executive of the Corporation of 
London Trader's Association.  We were given a brief history 
of the market which has the highest number of wholesale 
traders of any horticultural market in the United Kingdom 
and the continual specialisation by wholesalers in exotic 
fruit and vegetables provides the greatest choice of 
products of any Market in Europe. The Market Hall houses 
121 trading units for wholesalers dealing in fruit, vegetables 
and flowers. Modern facilities in the Market Hall include 
cold storage rooms, ripening rooms and racking for 
palletised produce. The girls met several traders who clearly 
loved working in the market.  We were then met by blue 
badge tour guide Rachel Kolsky who told us so much about 
the local area and its recent development covering the 
Olympic park, Hackney Wick and the canals that lead to our 

next destination Forman's Smokery. 

 
We were given a warm 
welcome there by Darren 
Matson and then all 
kitted out with the latest 
fashion in fish 
preparation wear (see 
photograph below).  We 
went around the 
Smokery and were able 
to witness the different 
stages of preparing the 
salmon from selection, 
filleting and curing to 
smoking and hand 

carving (Darren Matson is the Guinness world record 
holder for carving smoked salmon.)  All in all the trip was a 
huge success with the students; they saw first-hand 
experiences of fruit and vegetable market trading and the 
meticulous process of preparing the finest smoked 
salmon.  

 
Miss Athman  and Mrs Rhodes 
Food Technology Department 
 
 
 

Did you know that this visit, made us the very first 
Secondary school to visit New Spitalfields Market on an 
educational trip.?  A photo of our students features on 
New Spitalfields Market  website within their education 
section.  

 



Elizabeth Chan as Liuli, Benedict Wong as Zhang Lin 

ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ YΦ{Φ ¢ǎŜ ŀǎ ½ƘŀƴƎ ²Ŝƛ ƛƴ [ǳŎȅ YƛǊƪǿƻƻŘΩǎ 

άChimericaέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƭƳŜƛŘŀ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴΦ 

Year 12 Theatre Trip 

 
 
 
 
 
On the evening of the 23rd June, a group of ten Y12 students 
met Ms Faid and myself at the Almeida theatre in Islington to 
ǎŜŜ [ǳŎȅ YƛǊƪǿƻƻŘΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ Ǉƭŀȅ /ƘƛƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ 
¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ YƛǊƪǿƻƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
American journalist who took the iconic photograph of a man 
obstructing a tank in Tiananmen Square during the anti-
government protests in Beijing in 1989.  Ten years later the 
American returns to China ƻƴ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά¢ŀƴƪ aŀƴΦέ 
It is a witty, poignant and thought-provoking play which 
explores a wide range of issues including the relationship 
between China and America, the threats to our environment 
and the role of the photo journalist. 
AccordinƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ άLǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪΣέ ŀƴŘ άLǘ 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦέ 
The young writer Lucy Kirkwood is an ex-Woodford student 
which gave the play an added interest to our students.  

 
 

Ms. Thorp 
English Department  

! wŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘǘŜƴΩǎ Ψ5ŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ±ŜƴƛŎŜΩ  
As a perfect introduction to our A2 course, year 12 
music students set off to the English National Opera to 

watch the company's latest performance of Britten's 
ά5ŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ±ŜƴƛŎŜέ. 
 
An opera not only renowned for its controversial plot 
line, but also its technically complicated score, it was 
indeed a memorable outing. 
 
The plot centres on an elderly writer (Aschenbach) 
seeking inspiration in Venice to liberate himself from 
his writer's block. After developing a keen interest in a 
young boy of 15, Aschenbach is torn between his 
personal feelings and the morality of society. A true 
Britten tragedy, Aschenbach eventually dies of a 
cholera epidemic and his romantic interest returns 
home. 

 
The trip was a great success - an introduction to the 
world of opera and it will certainly be of much use later 
on in our A Level course. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zofia Duffy 12KH 

 
 

 
 

THE SUNDAY TIMES  

21.07.2013 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=death+in+venice+english+national+opera&um=1&safe=active&sa=N&biw=1024&bih=704&hl=en&tbm=isch&tbnid=ClNnEpo8iSR_WM:&imgrefurl=http://dancetabs.com/2013/06/kim-brandstrup-choreographer/&docid=tBzivinNZMIarM&imgurl=http://dancetabs.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/nl-death-in-venice-dancers-in-silhouette_1000.jpg&w=1000&h=663&ei=0HLmUdu3B6rY0QXljoDYCw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:14,s:0,i:124&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=172&tbnw=233&start=12&ndsp=16&tx=103&ty=104
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=death+in+venice+english+national+opera&um=1&safe=active&sa=N&biw=1024&bih=704&hl=en&tbm=isch&tbnid=BJkyAJtX7kZCiM:&imgrefurl=http://www.iamsterdam.com/en-GB/experience/what-to-do/whats-on/event-guide/july/death-in-venice&docid=azqL-S9ENrr4PM&imgurl=http://www.iamsterdam.com/~/media/Culture/Opera/deathinvenice_photo_JohanJacobs_header.jpg?mw=510&crop=1&w=510&h=249&ei=0HLmUdu3B6rY0QXljoDYCw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:32,s:0,i:187&iact=rc&page=3&tbnh=157&tbnw=273&start=28&ndsp=16&tx=146&ty=37


7 
 

Laser Tag at the Summer Fair 

 
For the first time in many years the sun shone brightly for 
the PFA Family Fun Day on Sunday 30 June 2013.  A 
colourful range of activities greeted visitors to the 
site. After surveys carried out by the PFA as to what girls 
would like to see at the Fair, attractions including laser tag, 
bucking bronco, trampolines and a photo booth were 
bought in at significant cost while care was taken not to 
over price these attractions. Supplementing these were a 
variety of other fair attractions and a strategically sited ice 
cream van.  Those who got beyond these could browse the 
range of stalls in the hall and the catering on offer in the 
dining room and on the terrace.  A particular hit with 
Woodford girls was the opportunity to pelt a teacher with 
wet sponges ς Mr Utting is thanked for his sportsmanship 
in this regard.   

 

Footfall was significantly lower than one might have 
expected given the surveys, planning and promotion of this 
event but those who supported the Fair enjoyed a convivial 
event.  We count ourselves as lucky to have Parents and 
Friends who work so tirelessly in support of the school. 
These events are designed primarily to raise additional 
funds for the school as well as to give parents an 
opportunity to come to the school to build informal 
relationships with the school and each other. The hosting 
of these events takes a considerable amount of time 
and effort and the PFA would like to thank all those 
involved beforehand, during and after the event as well as 
all those who attended.  However such events may not 
take place in the future unless more parents and students 
attend. Such events are increasingly rare in secondary 
schools and it would be disappointing to see such events 
fade away into the archives of Woodford County High 
School. 

Jo Pomeroy   
 President Woodford PFA 

 
 
 

Junior Mathematical Challenge 
 
At the end of April all Year 7 and 8 students participated in 
the Junior Mathematics Challenge. The challenge is run 
nationwide by the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust and 
is aimed at the top third of pupils in Year 8 or below in 
England and Wales. Between them Woodford girls gained 
twenty-one Gold awards, fifty-two Silver and sixty-one 
Bronze certificates. A very fine achievement. 
Divya Patel in 7W received a Gold certificate and was also 
awardŜŘ Ψ.Ŝǎǘ ƛƴ ¸ŜŀǊтΩ ǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ фф ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ мор 
ƳŀǊƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ Ω.Ŝǎǘ ƛƴ ¸ŜŀǊ уΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŀǿŀǊŘ 
ŦƻǊ Ψ.Ŝǎǘ ƛƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ¢ŜƧŀƭ aŀƭŘŜ ƛƴ у²Σ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
with a Gold award. Tejal scored 117 marks and was invited 
by the UKMT to take part in the next round of the 
challenge, The Junior Olympiad. This took place in June and 
Tejal was required her to sit a two hour written paper 
consisting of some very demanding problems. For her 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ Ψ/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ 
Our congratulations go to all our award winners in both 
Years 7 and 8 and well done to all participants.  
 
 

Mrs Y Thompson 
Head of Mathematics 

 
 

 

https://plus.google.com/_/notifications/ngemlink?&emid=CPiNxIHglbgCFYjhQAod8QMAAA&path=/108747002307283865629/posts/F1zoFbTpL2w?gpinv=AMIXal_KE1E1dR_dIt3Hdi4WgcVKZ2pWeeEU1h_mH_jcKQnDYyWTB8y_bYZgK96fmsvz35lmMzLz2fKgVowaXpqr9LetFDWIPI56P7H3Df-5QifIDmzOnN8&dt=1372937839019&uob=8
https://plus.google.com/photos/108747002307283865629/photo/5896663010101484562
https://plus.google.com/photos/108747002307283865629/photo/5895914536589666738


 

 

Hand Printed Bags 
 

It sounds simple, but is a lot more stressful and gruelling 
than just putting two piece of cloth together. First, before 
we even got to the sewing, we were introduced to two 
different printing techniques, both equally challenging, one 
ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜΩŘ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 
bags. The first was lino printing which involves the use of a 
small square of green rubber and round-scoop edged 
cutting tools. The layers of the print would be built on by 
taking away more and more of the surface of the rubber, a 
concept which I at first found hard to grasp. 

I thought maybe the second technique would be simpler. 
But screen printing, requiring the use of pre-made stencils 
for every layer of the print, which had to be elaborately 
placed onto a mesh-screen to print out. 
The best part of printing, mainly because of its simplicity, 
was being allowed to roll ink all over our art tables 
without being reprimanded for it.  As soon as we got our 
pieces of canvas printed, we began to sew them together, 
not with plain needle and thread but with the mechanical 
wonders that are sewing machines. After we (aided by 
Miss.Campbell) set them up and began sewing, our bags 
eventually began to take shape. Seeing my final hand-
made piece, was rather satisfying as I could see the 
outcome all those hours I spent perfecting my designs and 
the lunch-times spent printing and sewing.  Looking at 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ōŀƎǎ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ŀŘƳƛǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΣ 
managed to create bags so stylishly wearable that I would 
probably have paid good money to buy one. 

Jahba Nawar 10R and Kausar Anan 10R 
 

 
Five Little Kittens 

In June we found that a rather 
lovely tabby cat had chosen 
Woodford as the birth place 
for her litter of five 
kittens.  Even tucked well 
away from danger under an 
external stair case, the new 

family soon attracted the admiration of girls and the 
attention of those of us who work in the dining room next 
door.  Both the cat (Maggie) and the kittens came home 
with me until all six of them were found homes.  I will be 
sorry to see them go but am glad to report such happy 
outcomes for our feline family.                  Diane  Holden 

Kitchen Assistant  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=5+tabby+cat+kittens&start=414&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=dpD7RySh3ql23M:&imgrefurl=http://lovemeow.com/2012/03/kittys-squishy-monkey-friend-then-and-now/&docid=ytLL414FGqVEkM&imgurl=http://lovemeow.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/kitten-toy.jpg&w=560&h=381&ei=RWLmUa_1H6eV0AXl0oHYAQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:18,s:400,i:58&iact=rc&page=23&tbnh=179&tbnw=245&ndsp=19&tx=156&ty=104
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²ƘƛǘŜ {ƻŎƪǎΩ - Our New School Magazine 
 
I am pleased to 
announce the launch of 
our new school magazine 
ς Ψ²ƘƛǘŜ {ƻŎƪǎΩ ς named 
after a distinguishing 
feature of Woodford 
Girls uniforms.  Our 
magazine is managed 
and produced on line 
and we aim to have our 
first edition available on 
Fronter.  The editorial 

team consists of a group of sixth formers who also 
plan and design the layout of the magazine.  Editing a 
magazine is a challenging task and what we enjoyed 
the most was making decisions as a team and being 
creative in order to make the magazine appealing. 
There is an immense amount of talent here at 
Woodford County High and we feel that this is 
reflected in the content of the magazine. The 
magazine includes a wide variety of work, ranging 
from stories and poems to newspaper articles. We 
received many contributions from students of all ages 
and we are hoping to include work from members of 
staff in later issues.  Another one of our aims for the 
coming year is to have the content of the magazine 
cover more subject areas and include a greater range 
of themes. 
 Our team would like to thank all students who 
contributed as there was a very high quality of work 
submitted, which we thoroughly enjoyed reading. 
²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ Ψ²ƘƛǘŜ {ƻŎƪǎΩΣ ǘƻƻΗ  
 

Sabha Mahmood Y12, Editor-in-Chief  
 
 
 
 
Picture on right: 
The School Magazine in 
1938. 

Peer Supporters Summer Bazaar 

 
 
Woodford County High School pupils and Sixth Form 
Peer Supporters enjoyed a fun filled lunchtime raising 
money for charity on a sunny day in early July.  
Delicious cakes were baked and eaten, the contents of 
mysterious boxes were correctly guessed, and 
teaŎƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ άǎǇƻƴƎŜŘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎŀǳǎŜΦ  
Ms Howarth, Dr Ashraf, Mr Mackie and Mr Utting 
stepped forward to brave the watery missiles.  Over 
ϻмрр ǇƻǳƴŘǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻǘŀƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ 
amount of sponging and cake eating in one lunch 
hour.  Peer Supporters volunteer to befriend younger 
peers in the school.  They decided to donate the 
money raised to MAKE A WISH FOUNDATION ς a 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ƎǊŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ 
to critically ill children aged between 3 ς 17 years of 
age. 
 
Thank you to everyone who took part. 

Mrs Liebeskind 
Volunteer Peer Support Co-ordinator 

 

 



TEFAL Competition 
 
On Thursday 11th July, 
we had an amazing 
opportunity to take 
part in the TAFAL 
(Teach A Friend A 
Foreign Language) 
competition held at 
Woodbridge High 
School.  At the 

competition there were people from different cultures, 
schools and age groups.  In total there were 49 different 
pairs, representing 19 different languages. 
As part of the competition, we had to perform a dialogue 
in a language one of us spoke at home.  One partner 
taught the other the language.  We did a presentation in 
Urdu about buying clothes and we managed to learn it off 
by heart.  We also prepared a stall about Pakistan and 
Urdu and had food, clothes, books and Mehndi for the 
other participants to look at. 
Our favourite bit about the TAFAL competition was going 
round the stalls, learning different languages and about 
their cultures and trying new food.  There were also some 
performances including songs in Spanish, Turkish and 
German. 
The TAFAL competition was a very enjoyable experience 
and we would recommend it to everyone.  

Esher Bansal 7H and Surrayia Bilal 7H 
 
 

Eurostar Winner 
 

Saba Quereshi (11H) is 
very clear about the 
need to promote 

sustainable living and so when 
she came across a competition 
on the website of the ά¸ƻǳƴƎ 
tŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

eƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέ  (www.ypte.org.uk)   ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άIŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀȅ ƻƴ 
ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ǎƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘΦ  And 
won!  The video she submitted voicing her views on the 
topic can be accessed 

here:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

8a9m8b5oKcM {ŀōŀΩǎ ǇǊƛȊŜ ς a trip via 
Eurostar to Brussels ς is booked for the 
very beginning of 
September.   Her  performance also won 
the school a £250 technology voucher 

for which we are very grateful.  We hope Saba enjoys her 
trip and we encourage her to keep having her say on this 
important topic. 

Nurturing the Authors of the Future! 
 

 

This year, some of our most talented Year 13 
and Key Stage 3 writers came together in a 
creative writing workshop, where the younger 
girls could be seen as experts in their own 
right, sharing ideas and peer critiquing with the 
experienced input of the older girls, and where 
they could be encouraged to takes risks and to 
experiment. 
Ruta Tolstosejevaite, who was responsible for 
overall organisation, says: 

We asked what they wanted to work on and all 
of them mainly focused on fictional writing.  

The girls created some amazing pieces of 
writing that we got them to comment on and 
give feedback to the writer. We looked at what 
they find interesting in stories and the books 
they read and how that can be used in their 
writing.  

Towards the second half of the year we 
thought of creating a piece that all of them had 
an input in. We ώΧϐ created the background of 
a story together. The girls used ideas they got 
from books they had read and combined very 
interesting research. It was quite a challenge 
and despite not being able to finish it, we had 
lots of fun talking about the story, the 
characters and the books we read.  

We aimed to create pieces of writing that they 
could look back on and see how far they have 
come over the year and in years to come. Also 
to encourage them to continue. 

 
Many thanks to  
 
Ruta Tolstosejevaite  13BQ , 
Kamile Jankauskyte  13GB 
Zeena Daley  13PU,  
 
for being so generous with their time and 
energy. 

Ms Faid 
English Deparment 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=european+parliament&qs=AS&sk=&FORM=QBIR&pq=european parliment&sc=8-18&sp=1&qs=AS&sk=&adlt=strict
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=eurostar+to+brussels&qs=AS&sk=&FORM=QBIR&pq=eurostar to bruss&sc=8-17&sp=1&qs=AS&sk=&adlt=strict
http://www.ypte.org.uk/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8a9m8b5oKcM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8a9m8b5oKcM


11 
 

 

 

My time at Eton College Summer school 
 

 

 
As I stood there with a first edition Shakespeare folio 
ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭΦ .ǳǘ ƻƴ 
the Eton College Summer School it was in fact a 
reality, and it was moments like this that made me so 
glad I had applied and been accepted onto the course.  
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ƻǊ ǊŜƭŀȄƛƴƎ ōǊŜŀƪ ŦǊƻƳ 
school ς it was intense. As an English student I had 
the largest workload compared with the other 
subjects and every night I would fall into bed 
exhausted after completing an essay or set reading. 
Our first session was at 9:30am and our last ended at 
7pm, but no one stopped working until after 10:30pm 
and even then that was extremely rare. 
LΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳ ŀǎ ƛŦ 9ǘƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊǳŜƭƭƛƴƎ мл Řŀȅ 
torture, but that would be far from the truth. Despite 
the hard work, everyone enjoyed the extreme 
intensity of it.   On the last day no one wanted to 
leave. On Saturday to make up for working in the 
morning we had a barbecue on a private island on the 
Thames own by Eton college ( yes it was as posh as it 
sounds!). On Sunday evening we had fun sessions 
where we learnt something not associated with our 
subject, in my case, magic. On our last night we had 
dinner in our subject groups with our teachers, which 
was actually a lot more fun than it sounds. As English 
students, we were taken down to London to visit the 
Globe theatre. We saw a production of The Tempest, 
had a tour of the theatre and a lecture about the 
Tempest, one of the texts we studied.  
I am sad that the summer school has ended, but I 
have some amazing memories and I have made so 
many new friends. If I had the chance I would redo it 
in a heartbeat and I would encourage future 6th 
formers to take advantage of opportunities like this.  
 

Hafsa Mughal 12 BM 
Hafsa is the latest of our 6th formers to win a place at 
the Eton Summer School 2013 

Visual Arts Course Launched. 
 
Over the past three terms a new and exciting course has 
been running across all key stage 3 classes. 
Visual Arts is an opportunity for students to explore and 
learn all about digital media. Focusing on digital 

photography and image manipulation software. Students 
not only learn the process and language of digital Art and 
creating imagery but more importantly the course has 
encouraged independence and divergent thinking. The 
tasks set are often open ended and require team work 
and partnerships to work imaginatively and excitingly to 
produce unique conclusions. Both Mr Abbott and Miss 
Campbell are very pleased with the progress made on the 
course and the creativity on show. 
In year 7 studŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ άaŜǘŀƳƻǊǇƘƻǎƛǎέΣ ¸ŜŀǊ 
у ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƛǎ ά5ƛǎǘƻǊǘƛƻƴέ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ фΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ΨŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
designing perfume bottles for fashion shoots. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Mr Abbott 
Head of Art 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=eton+college+summer+school+2013&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=704&tbm=isch&tbnid=ZnMuuf1kVbjhFM:&imgrefurl=http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/jun/30/public-schools-anthony-seldon&docid=Ih6u1gZNLRmmnM&imgurl=http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Observer/Columnist/Columnists/2012/6/29/1340988335966/Eton-College-006.jpg&w=460&h=276&ei=igPkUbWTGqi00QXG6IGYBw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:38,s:0,i:205&iact=rc&page=3&tbnh=169&tbnw=273&start=27&ndsp=16&tx=108&ty=91


Year 10 Graphics trip to New Designers Exhibition 
 

On July the 4th, year 10 graphics 
students visited the New 
Designers exhibition at the 
Business Design Centre in 
Islington. The exhibition 
showcased the work of over 
3,500 of the most talented, 
newly graduated designers 
over a period of 2 weeks. Year 
10 GCSE graphics students 

were given the opportunity to see the wide range of design 
courses available and the types of products that design students 
could create in the future, allowing us to see parts of the 
graphics industry that many had not yet experienced. Each 
exhibitor had a separate area in which they displayed some of 
their best pieces of work and gave out various items which 
visitors could use to contact them if they were interested in their 
work. The wide range of products on display at the exhibition, 
from architectural models to animations, meant that many 
students used the experience as inspiration for possible designs 
that they could create themselves. Overall, the exhibition 
allowed us to see the level of work to which we could aspire in 
the future and the experience was found to be enjoyable and 
very useful. 
If you would like to find out more, please visit:  

 
www.newdesigners.com 

Amani Shamas  10W 
 

Greece 

It was a dark, damp, freezing morning when a small band 
of about 30 Woodford Girls set out on a journey to 
Greece, a nation whose history stretches on far back 
beyond the Common Era. As soon as we had arrived and 
checked in at the hotel, we went to discover the capital 
city of Athens, so full of antiquity that you could see the 
Temple Of Zeus directly from your tram seat. The next 
morning we headed out for Delphi, the ancient site of 
Apollo, Olympian God of music, light, medicine, healing 
and prophecy (as well as too many other things to list). It 
was here that Delphic Oracle, manifested most famously 
through the priestess Pythia, would foretell prophecies of 
war, misfortune but also occasionally prosperity. After 
descending from the heights of Delphi, we travelled to 
Cape Sounion, the very spot where Kind Aegeus, farther 
of the Athenian hero Theseus, tragically leapt of the cliff, 
giving his name to the waters below: The Aegean Sea.   
On our third day in Greece, we explored the Acropolis, on 
top of which lies the Parthenon built on the sacred Hill of 
Athena, Goddess of Wisdom and Arts and Patron of 
Athens (also personally my favourite classical goddess).  
As it is so familiar to anyone with even a mild interest in 
Classical Mythology, it really is an exhilarating experience 
to stand at the very top of this site and gaze upon what 
are the monuments of a civilisation. Even as you look out 
to the amazing panoramic view of Athens, you see a 
modern-day city with ancient foundations. Leaving 
Athens, we transferred to Tolo, a picturesque sea-side 
town, close to Mycenae. This was the legendary city of 
Agamemnon, who was leader of the Greek Army in the 
Trojan War (the events of which are most notably written 
by the poet Homer in the Iliad).  For me, the 
archaeological discoveries at Mycenae, bring more 
meaning to all these myths and heroes, it suggests that 
there might be some physical proof of their existence. It is 
one thing to study places and people and see pictures of 
them and memorise facts about their lives, but 
completely another to visit them, experience them and to 
know that they were real. 
 

Jahba Nawar 10R 

http://www.newdesigners.com/
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Fiesta! 

 
Our second co-curricular project was 
international in scope and festive in 
flavour.  Students and teachers worked in 
house teams to explore the culture and 
dance of their assigned country in 
preparation for a showcase event in the 
afternoon.  Highams experimented with 
African recipes and designed tribal shields 
and masks which acted as the backdrop for a 
display of dance, singing and 
drumming.  Newton made colourful fans and 
maracas as accessories for a dramatic display 
of Spanish flamenco.  The scope of WaǊƴŜǊΩǎ 
presentation of North American culture was 
enormous ranging from indigenous batik 
designs for fabric to line-dancing en masse, 
ably  led by members of the administration 
staff.   South American carnival set the mood 
for wŜǇǘƻƴΩǎ activities; an impromptu band, a 
drumming troupe and dancers in peacock-
like wings and skirts coming together in the 
sort of display one might anticipate for Rio 
2016. 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

On a day of uncertain weather,  it was 
difficult at times to distinguish the aural 
evidence of drumming rehearsals from 
the thunder rolling menacingly  in the 
distance.  We kept our nerve, however, 
and the show case was performed on 
the front lawn to a full audience of 

students, staff and visitors.  Fiesta 
was a feast of colour, movement and 
sound.  Students who had so evidently 
enjoyed their own activities were 
equally appreciative of the creative 
output of others and we all enjoyed 
seeing just what could be achieved. 
 

Mrs Turnbull 
I.C.T 

Fiesta! 
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Good news from the Music Department! 
 

Two of our year 10 GCSE students have made great musical 
progress this term: 
Alexandra Prellberg (10H) has been invited to take part in the 
tǳǊŎŜƭƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎΩǎ /ƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ {ǳƳƳŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
the summer holiday 
Caitlin Robinson (10H) has made it through to the second 
ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ Ψ.ƛƎ .ǳǎƪΩ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 
will be competing over the summer to win a chance to record 
her songs professionally. 
 
 

Musicians of the Month ς May-June: 
 
 

May 
Year 7  Maaria Arfeen 
For a great debut performance with the Brass Band 
 
Year 8 ς Aarti Amin 

For c  Commitment to the Senior Orchestra and lots of practice for    the     
joint concert 
 
Year 9 ς Sunita Ramani  
For excellence in academic music 
 
KS4/5 ς Jenny Essery    
For ongoing commitment to musical activities 
 
June 
Year 7 ς Natalie Vriend 7H  
For impressive achievement in music lessons throughout the year  
Year 8 ς Tejal Malde 8W  
For academic excellence in music 
 
Year 9 ς Inova Lee 9N    
For outstanding achievement in music 
 
KS4/5 - Subangi Dhanabalasingham   
For exceptional progress in GCSE Music 

 
 
 

WCHS Brass Band in the Redbridge Brass 
Festival 
 
Back in May, the WCHS Brass Band were invited to take part 
for the first time in the Redbridge Brass Festival ς an exciting 
concert featuring brass bands from around the borough, and 
culminating in a joint performance of a piece by a local 
composer, Chris Wilcox, featuring over 200 musicians! The 
evening was a great success and enjoyed by  audience and 
performers alike ς and the Brass Band are now working 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ Ψŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǎ ²ŀƴǎǘŜŀŘΩ ōȅ ƴŜȄǘ 
year. Watch this space! 
 
 
 
 

 

 Woodford and Ilford in harmony 

 
The beginning of May saw the first ever joint concert 
between the choirs and orchestra of Woodford and Ilford 
County High Schools, which took place in our school hall. 
With a mixed-voice choir plus a full-sized symphony 
orchestra combining students and staff from both schools 
(led ably by Hanna Procter, 8H), the audience was treated 
ǘƻ tǳǊŎŜƭƭΩǎ Ψ/ƻƳŜ ¸Ŝ {ƻƴǎ ƻŦ !ǊǘΩ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
±ƛǾŀƭŘƛΩǎ ΨDƭƻǊƛŀΩΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
introduced as ensembles from both schools took to the 
stage. The wind group and barbershop choir from Ilford 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ²ƻƻŘŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ 
formed flute ensemble and senior choir held their own with 
polished performances of music from Bach to Bernstein. 
The joint orchestras performed the slow movement from 
{ƘƻǎǘŀƪƻǾƛŎƘΩǎ {ŜŎƻƴŘ tƛŀƴƻ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘƻΣ ǿƛǘƘ LƭŦƻǊŘ ǎƻƭƻƛǎǘ 
5Ŝƴƛǎ LƭȅǳǎƘŜƴƪƻΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƭŜ ƻŦ .ŜǊƭƛƻȊΩǎ 
ΨaŀǊŎƘ ¢ƻ ¢ƘŜ {ŎŀŦŦƻƭŘΩ ŦǊƻƳ {ȅƳǇƘƻƴƛŜ CŀƴǘŀǎǘƛǉǳŜ ς an 
exciting work which demonstrated the impressive force of 
the large orchestra.  
 
The evening was a resounding success and a testament to 
the hard work and impressive musicianship of the students 
from both schools. Plans are afoot for a return visit to Ilford 
in the future! 
 

                                                        Ms Hasler 
Music Department. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Woodford Goes to Wellcome 

 
Wellcome Collection is a place where Art meets Science, 
often with unexpected results.  On the 26th June 2013, 31 
άƛƴŎǳǊŀōƭȅ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎέ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƻƻŘŦƻǊŘ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ IƛƎƘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 9ǳǎǘƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ά{ƻǳȊƻǳέ 
exhibition.  A group show featuring the work of forty-six 
individuals with mental health and learning difficulties 
across Japan.  ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ άŀǊǘ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
combines art making with psychotherapy for individuals in 
psychiatric settings, the Japanese approach has no strict 
ŜƴŘǇƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǊ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ άƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊέ, and takes 
place in large multipurpose social care centres. Several of 
the exhibiting artists have attended these agenda-free 
programmes for decades.  The results of this approach were 
varied and impressive both in their scale and quality.  Above 
all, bƻǊƛƳƛǘǎǳ YƻƪǳōƻΩǎ Ŧictional cityscapes ranging across 
the globe, built from fantasy and fiction, as well as stories 
and images gleaned from newspapers and the web, were 
most striking. Kokubo, just seventeen, works in a tiny 
apartment where he can unfurl only a small portion of his 
ten-metre paper scroll at a time.  His work encased in a 
purpose-built box over 8 metres in length, was made 
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΦ   ²ƻƻŘŦƻǊŘΩǎ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ 
students were impressed to see his strange and chaotic 
vision of the world, fully unfurled in London for the first 
time.  
Mrs Liebeskind 
Head of Psychology  

Mini Apprentice Project 
 

GCSE Graphics students have just 
finished an apprentice themed 
project. Within  groups of four we 
had to choose a project manager 
and then work in teams to 

develop an environmentally 
responsible  product and deliver 
a pitch to Lord Sugar (Miss 
Karavasili) along with her 
assistants (Mrs Stone, Mr Abbot, 
Ms Bruce and Ms Pomeroy). 
Every group decided to come up 

with unique and creative products which allowed each group 
to differ from others. People delivered pitches accompanied 
by concept boards or PowerPoint presentations. We were 
only given 5 hours for this but using the organisational and 
creative skills of different members of the group, all groups 
were able to finish within the given deadline. Not only was 
this project fun but it allowed us to relax from all the 
coursework this year!                  Emayanga Emayakumaran 10 H 
 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƘƛǊŜŘΗ 
 The Graphics group rose to the challenge of the Mini-

Apprentice project where 
students, in groups of three 
or four, had to develop a 
current product design or 
create a new product using 
sustainable materials. For 
example, one group 
researched into the 
packaging of an Easter egg 

and they noticed that there is a lot of unnecessary 
packaging. The group transformed the design of the 
packaging so that once 
the egg has been eaten it 
can be reused as a money 
box. Another example is 
ǘƘŜ άaƛƴƛ-9Ŏƻέ ōǊŀƴŘ ƻŦ 
compact make-up. The 
idea behind it was to 
have an under-used but 
renewable resource such 
as bamboo to hold a wide variety of make-up. The project 
enabled students to think about the money aspect of 
product and to think about how it will be manufactured in 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ !ōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ 
working well as a team.  

Nita Mandalia 10R and Nisha Mandalia 10N 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=souzou&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=OnhHmtRPiIEgLM&tbnid=UZQS7NU6kc4GjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://happyfamousartists.com/blog/2013/03/souzou-outsider-art-from-japan/&ei=HBfdUc2yKoaQ0QXJ4IDgDA&bvm=bv.48705608,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNExrt-sywvheZ5vYLh-RHssIjgXcw&ust=1373530215041732
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Sixth Form Enrichment & Preparation for 
Higher Education 2012/13 

At Woodford we recognize that it is no longer enough  
simply to do well in academic subjects in order to secure a 
place on a competitive course at University or a good job. 
University admissions tutors and workplace recruitment 
officers are now increasingly looking for more.  

Students need to show a genuine interest and 
commitment to their studies that goes beyond the A level 
syllabus and to develop an intellectual curiosity and 
independent learning style that will help them adapt 
quickly to university life and employment. For this reason 
we actively promote a diverse range of enrichment 
opportunities and encourage our students to take 
advantage of them. An enormous amount of curriculum 
enrichment takes place in a normal school year and to give 
you a flavour of the types of activities our 6th form 
students have taken part in this academic year I have listed 
some of them here (in no particular order): 

¶ UCAS convention in London ς all Year 12 attended 
February 2013 

¶ Voluntary Service Programme for all Year 12 
students  

¶ QMC Competitive courses: 10 nominated students 
joined by students from other Redbridge schools. 

¶ Insight into Law at QMC 

¶ Villiers Park ς week long subject residentials 

¶ Oxbridge preparation day in collaboration with 
other Redbridge schools 

¶ Uniq summer school at Oxford  

¶ Law taster courses at Oxford and Cambridge 

¶ Eton Summer School ς 2 week residential 

¶ Social Mobility Foundation ς2 students on this 
2013/14 

¶ York University summer school  

¶ Eton Choral course  

¶ Women in Science Residential at Cambridge  

¶ London University taster courses including 
days at QMC for Biology, Chemistry and 
Psychology students 

¶ Essex University summer school 

¶ Journalism competition run by local newspaper 
syndicate across London  

¶ Insight into Medicine 

¶ QMC- Comparative Literature master class  

¶ Master classes at Cambridge & London  

¶ Interbank event organised by Stafford Long 
graduate recruitment specialists 

¶ Insight into careers in the city ς networking 
event 

¶ KPMG ς careers in accountancy 

¶ Barclays school leavers programme  
 

Ms Fernhamm 
Head of Sixth Form. 

 

http://www.essex.ac.uk/


Summer Production 2013 ς  
Ψ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ aƻŘŜǊƴ aƛƭƭƛŜΩ 

 

It was neat indeed that a cast member who 
advertised our 31st Summer Production to the 
parents of incoming Year 7 students could 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

uniform herself when first introduced to things theatrical at 
Woodford.  Performances of ά¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ aƻŘŜǊƴ aƛƭƭƛŜέ in 2006 
and 2013 have acted as book ends to her school years at 
Woodford. 
The New York of the 1920s with its fizzy, high energy nightlife of 
flapper dresses, jazz and the modish Charleston, draws to it a 
succession of young women, eager to be part of it and to try 
their fortunes as actresses, singers and secretaries in a society 
where gender stereotypes seem to be loosening.  Millie cuts an 
apparently vulnerable figure on arrival in her sensible coat, 
suitcase in hand, the city scape behind her so visual a contrast 
from the Kansas whence she has come.  Such an impression is 
quickly dispelled, however, as, eyes raised to the skyline, she rips 
up her return ticket.  Herkiran Kambo was superbly cast in the 
ƭŜŀŘ ǊƻƭŜΣ aƛƭƭƛŜΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ-assurance and defining ambition visible in 

her strong stage presence and audible in the 
clarity and control of an impressive singing 
voice. 
Victim to an opportunist mugger, Millie is 
directed by reluctant Samaritan Jimmy Smith to 
Hotel Priscilla, popular with impecunious young 

actresses.  Newspaper stories about the 
operation of a white slave trade go almost 
ǳƴƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ŀǎ aƛƭƭƛŜ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΩǎ 
most unlikely resident, socialite Miss Dorothy 
(Esme Adams-Walsh).  As set as Millie is on 
ǎŜŜƛƴƎ άƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ƭƛǾŜǎέΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƎƛǊƭǎ 

(well contrasted in these performances) celebrate the 
serendipity which has led them to meet in the middle. 
aƛƭƭƛŜΩǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴ όƳŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻǎǎύ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀ 
pre-requisite and provides the context for a lively 

and beautifully synchronised 
duet as Trevor Graydon (Holly 
Bedeau) puts Millie through her 
paces taking dictation, a skill 
(and a song) to be reprised at 
the denouement of the plot.  
Meanwhile, back at Hotel Priscilla, the villain of 

the piece, having adopted an oriental 
disposition to suit her purpose, uses suspect 
green tea, chloroform 
passed off as soy sauce, 
a laundry trunk and 
couple of misguided 
Chinese immigrants to 

supply the demand of the white slave 
tradeΦ  LΩƳ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭȅ ǘƻƭŘ ōȅ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ 
of subtitles that the Cantonese of Ching Ho and Bun Foo (Sara 
Shuaib and Grace Dillon) was a credit to us.  The same cannot be 
said for the connivance and scheming of the manipulative Mrs 
Meers, played with masterful comic timing by  
Lara Janes-Walton. 
 

 The now smitten Jimmy ventures a 
kiss and sends a confused Millie to her 
new role model, Muzzy, for some girl-
to-girl advice.  The moral of the tale is 
delivered: when it comes to marriage, 
ƛǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ that matters not money.  

DǊŜŜƴ ƎƭŀǎǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƻƭŘΣ ƛǎ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ŀǎ ŜƳŜǊŀƭŘǎ ƛŦ ŀ 
gift of love. 
¢ƘŜ wƻƳŜƻ ŀƴŘ WǳƭƛŜǘ ŜŎƘƻ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ WƛƳƳȅΩǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
his feelings ς from a window ledge high above the New 
York streets - provides an oasis of emotional truth in a 
Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƛƴŦŀǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ 
behaving like the characters of a Broadway musical.  
9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ .ǊƛŘƎŜǊΩǎ ŦƛƴŜƭȅ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ 
performance was compelling throughout.  Romantic 
attachments and the moral of the piece determined, 
attention turns to the unexplained disappearance of 
Miss Dorothy and within moments our like-minded 
couple have alighted upon the involvement of Mrs 
Meers who, satisfyingly, is then hoist with her own 
ǇŜǘŀǊŘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ άƻǊǇƘŀƴ-ƎƛǊƭέ aǳȊȊy packing 
to the orient, stuffed unceremoniously into a trunk of 
dirty linen.  All serious threats to happiness now 
exploded, a happy ending is achieved with dizzying 
speed by the revelation that Jimmy is in fact Herbert J. 
Van Hossmere III ς aǳȊȊȅΩǎ ǎǘŜǇǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ aƛǎǎ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅΩǎ 
brother.  The frog is in fact a prince; the green glass an 
emerald. 
ά¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ aƻŘŜǊƴ aƛƭƭƛŜέ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǇƛŜŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ 
period was ably evoked for us on the Woodford stage 
last week.  Individual performances were of a very high 
calibre indeed, and supported by a chorus of younger 
students choreographed to evoke the era.  Astonishing 
set changes were managed on a limiting stage.  The 
hotel lift, cajoled into action merely by tap dancing feet, 
ascended before our very eyes to reveal, only seconds 
later it seemed, the 12th floor hallway of Hotel Priscilla.  
On-stage police cells accommodated the revellers 
caught in the speakeasy, their mug shots having been 
taken on a camera whose exposure time (and delayed 
flash) testified to the detail ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǿΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
A very demanding score and its calls on jazz instruments 
made this a challenging production for a school 
orchestra.  Conducted by Ms Hasler and accompanied 
by Mrs Carpenter, our musicians rose to the task, 
providing a lively and responsive soundtrack to the 
show.  While the 
trumpets and 
saxophones led the 
dance numbers it was 
down to the strings 
(particularly the cellos) 
to intimate the intentions of Mrs Meers as she worked 
her way through the vulnerable occupants of the 12th 
floor.   
A production on this scale is no small undertaking and 
we are indebted to the team of staff, former staff and 
pupils, led by Miss Hall and Miss Chapman, with the 
vision and tenacity to take it on.   

Ms Jo Pomeroy 
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